NEWSLETTER
November 2021
Congratulations to
Derek Brown, Ian Johnston & Tony Millsopp
who recently passed the advanced test
Newsletter News
Years ago CWAM news was disseminated through a hard copy magazine adeptly edited by Jo
Mitchell & Dylan Rogers, Simon Daffern got it printed and it was then posted out to members.
This was a truly time consuming and increasingly expensive process. Jo and Dylan had to
emigrate to New Zealand to sever the shackles that bound them to the magazine (I may be
exaggerating but possibly not). Around October 2010 I started producing a monthly Newsmail
which was basically a list of links to news items on the CWAM website. Eventually the
newsmail developed into the current newsletter which had the benefits of reducing website
maintenance and producing a more reader friendly document (just how bad was the newsmail
I hear you ask).
I think this is my 134th issue and like a sympathetically smiling bus driver who makes eye
contact with a bag-laden shopper as he staggers wearily through the pouring rain towards a
puddle flooded bus stop, I find it the perfect time to move on. In this case, the bedraggled
shopper is Ian Johnston, a man of fearless integrity with the interests of CWAM pulsing
through his very veins and who fortunately has an umbrella of goodwill in his pocket.
Thank you to all those who, over the years, have put up with my eccentric punctuation and
minimal layout skills but have helped me fill the pages, you have made the newsletter all the
better for your efforts. Please support our new editor by flooding him with your news, views,
photos and tales of derring-do. You will find him at newsletter@cwam.org.uk.

Rideouts in October
We had a good midweek rideout to Stow on the Wold with Roger Barratt who appeared
remarkably fresh after leading a 1600 mile tour of Scotland (more of which below). Autumn is
a little late this year with leaves showing an intense determination to stay on the trees which

happily keeps the slippery devils off the road.
However hazards still abound with every farmer in
England not only cultivating fields but determined
to spead as much of them as possible on the
roads.
Towards to end of the month we ventured to
Beckford using less travelled roads, eschewing for
the most part A and even B roads to explore a
more remote route to Cally’s Lounge. It was good
to have some new faces on the ride as well as meeting an old friend at the cafe. Chris
Thompson, so enamoured of CWAM that he remains a member although now resident in
Wales, rode up especially to see us – such is the lure of CWAM. To reassure newcomers, most
rideouts follow reasonably surfaced, classified roads so don’t be put off.

Arthur Harrison – Get Well Soon
Our first chairman Arthur Harrison who, with other stalwarts, back in the 1990s did so much
to create CWAM, was unable to attend our Open Day because he is recovering from a nasty
leg injury and hip replacement. Arthur learnt to ride on his father’s Norton twin piped 500 cc
single. He remembers it had a side car and carried his family of four around in the happy
days of his youth. Sadly his current condition, in addition to previous spinal surgery following
skiing accidents, mean his biking days are over. Nevertheless he still an ardent supporter of
CWAM and follows our doings.
Arthur asks to be remembered to his old colleagues and hopes to be able to renew old
friendships in the near future. All at CWAM send him every good wish for a speedy recovery.

Club Nights
We are on the cusp of restarting CWAM Club Nights.
I know it’s been a long time so for those of you who
can’t

remember,

they

are

monthly,

mid-week

meetings at the Jaguar Social Club which have

proved very popular in the past. We are starting things off with a
“Welcome back to CWAM” evening on 24th November. The bar will be
open as usual and as is customary we will have a presentation of
certificates.
In the past we have enjoyed listening to a
good variety of speakers talking on bike
related topics. Dave Shakespeare our Social
Secretary has hit something of a brick wall tracking down new
speakers so if you know of anyone prepared to talk to 40-50
enthusiastic

motorcyclists

please

newsletter@cwam.org.uk.

We

let
have

Dave

know

a

highly

or

mail

talented

membership and have previously been entertained and educated
by fellow members so if you could be tempted to pass on your
knowledge with the inducement of free ale, please let us know.

You can always spot an advanced motorcycle rider!
In June 2018 by IAM RoadSmart commissioned Agilysis to undertake research, focused on
providing an understanding of how IAM RoadSmart training might affect the attitudes,
behaviour and knowledge of its motorcyclist members. This resulted in a document with the
catchy title “How does the IAM RoadSmart advanced motorcycle test affect safe riding
attitudes and behaviour?” published by Agilysis 1/10/20.
I may be a year behind the times but I picked it up via road safety journalist David Williams
who suggests that you can always spot an advanced motorcycle because they radiate
confidence, composure and courtesy and tend to be obsessive about observing speed limits in
built-up areas. - Sound familiar? They are usually safer by the mile with fewer collisions than
riders who have not completed advanced rider coaching. They show more positive attitudes
to ‘collision risk’ and are more confident in their skills when it comes to ‘speed selection’.
They are also less likely to be involved in right-turn, ‘loss of control’ collisions and rear-end
shunts. Interestingly only 14.5% of advanced riders believe speed cameras are effective at
catching dangerous drivers and riders compared to 44% of other riders. The remaining
41½% presumably don’t care.
IAM RoadSmart said the paper left ‘a lot of unanswered questions’ so, surprisingly, their
answer was to place ‘black boxes’ with some CAR members which showed they are much
more likely to brake well, not to speed, anticipate problems better and show they’re better
drivers. How reassuring to know that, having spent a considerable amount of our money on
interesting research, IAMRS spends even more comparing apples and pears presumably to
get answers with which they were happier.

You can read the full report which includes lots of tables, pie charts, bar charts and other
graphics at here or at Agilysis here (which loads considerably quicker). David Williams’ full
article for Devitt is here.

Branded Clothing
Going out for the evening and have nothing to wear? Stand out in the crowd (in a good way)
with

the

flamboyant

CWAM

logo

spread

across

your

chest!

Clothing

bearing

the

internationally recognised CWAM logo is still available at https://www.midpac.co.uk.
(Select workwear from the menu to view the range of clothing available. To order with the
CWAM logo, select the item/s with the embroidery option, and towards the end of the check
out process type 'embroidered with the CWAM logo' in the 'notes' box.)
John Frodsham, who has just ordered an incredibly smart item of clothing, recommends
phoning them on 02476 473647. To save on postage you may collect from Scorpion Sports,
Unit 19 Binns Close, Tile Hill, CV4 9TB.

Additionally, the committee is actively investigating a source for base layers and garments
made with ‘technical’ materials. Watch this space.

Nine go mad in Scotland
Simon Brown writes:
So, CWAM’s tour of Scotland and the North Coast 500 organised by Roger
Barrett finally got underway on 4th October after one or two COVID related
delays. Fingers had been crossed all summer in the hope that increased
vaccinations and reducing cases would mean that travel would be permitted;
and so it was!
We met at the Walsgrave McDonald’s in Coventry on the Monday morning – 5 BMWs, 2
Ducatis and 2 Triumphs. The start had been less than auspicious for those of us coming from
the South as there was an extended period of filtering along the A46, which was repeated on
the M69 once underway following an “incident” at the M69/M1 junction. But, get underway
we did shortly after 9:00am, and by 10:00am we were well and truly on our way!

Much as Scotland is lauded as a biker’s paradise, inevitably there is a huge distance to travel,
even before the Borders, but we gritted our teeth and bore it! Our first stop and our first
opportunity to realise that we were on our adventure was the A68 café which, funnily enough
was on the A68. That road through Northumberland was a revelation and must rank as one of
Henry Cole’s World’s Greatest Motorcycle Rides. Stopping for fuel when needed, we also
stopped in Kielder Forest for a toilet break at a completely deserted “shack”. When Roger was
asked how he knew about this he replied that he’d been searching public toilets; I hope his
searches were not being monitored!

At the first over-night stop we were fending for ourselves food-wise. Out came the
microwaveable curries, although when I produced a toad-in-the-hole, apple crumble and a
miniature bottle of Shiraz Roger wondered whether I would be wearing a jacket as well!
There was not time to use the pool or spa facilities so we
moved on to the local hostelry to take part in a small quiz
that I had prepared; just two rounds – loosely based on
Scotland and loosely based on bikes/ing. The chequered
flag went to the team comprising Candice, Roger, Gilbert
and Nigel, probably because Candice seemed to know
(guessed?) the number of C90s that Honda has produced;
answers on a post-card please!
On Day 2 we crossed the border into Scotland but still with
miles to go to Inverness where the NC500 starts and finishes.
We skirted round Edinburgh and travelled North towards the
Cairngorms and the Highland Tourist Trail, passing through
Perth where I was able to meet up with my sisters-in-law for
about 20 minutes. Unfortunately, the weather had now turned
Scottish and whilst the Highland Tourist Trail road was terrific, the Cairngorms were shrouded
in mist, cloud and rain, what the Scots call “dreich”! The pub meal in the evening was very
good.
Day 3 saw us start the NC500 at the statue of Flora
MacDonald

in

Inverness.

The

weather

had

improved

significantly and views from great roads, but not that great
surfaces, were much better, particularly as we moved as far
North as we would travel, to John O’Groats. Those views
continued as we moved along the North Coast of Scotland to
our next stop at the Kyle of Tongue Hostel in “the middle of nowhere”! There were at least 20

of the camper vans that are said to inhabit the NC 500 in the surrounding grounds, plus a few
tents as well. Not great as the weather once again turned Scottish overnight.
Day 4 was, I guess, technically “the big
one” as we journeyed South along the
West coast through the true Scottish
Highlands to finish at Applecross. We
encountered

a

mixture

of

rain

and

sunshine with roads that were terrific,
but challenging stopping, for breakfast at
Kylesku Hotel (we had had to be there by 10:00am to enjoy a full Scottish but didn’t quite
make it; the alternative bacon rolls were utterly memorable!) and making our way to Ullapool
for lunch. There was joke regarding soup here, but you had to be there! Our day 4 stop at the
Hartfield House Hotel necessitated a long walk in the dark and drizzle to a most odd but very
good restaurant.
Day 5 is probably what most people who know of the NC 500 think is the ultimate aim – the
single track Bealach Na Bar pass and the view from the viewing point at the top across the
sound to Skye. Hmm, yes. Visibility was about 150m and whilst we did indeed stop at the
top, we could see nothing. The pass was deserted apart from
a bin-wagon that we followed until it let is pass at one of the
many passing places along the pass! The weather did
improve as we descended to the bottom of the pass where
Roger added a CWAM sticker to the many already on the
marker post. Lunch was at Strathcarron but to get there we
rode North West along Loch Carron where the rising sun and
the stillness of the Loch would have made for some superb Ansell Adams photographs . . .
but lunch called!
After lunch it was a relatively uneventful, but marvellous, ride towards Inverness to formally
mark the completion of the NC 500 at the statue before making our way down Loch Ness
towards Fort William, from where we were unable to see Ben Nevis
due to low clouds! We then rode on to the Crienlarich Hostel for
our final night and probably the best of all, via a truly fantastic
road through Glencoe which, but for the weather would have been
a true highlight. A great meal in a nearby pub saw Simon O finally
turning Scottish and going for the full Haggis, Tatties and Neeps!
And that was it. Day 6 was sort of the reverse of Day 1 in that we rode all the way through
the Trossachs, past Loch Lomond towards the M74 and then the M6, all in the pouring rain!

So, what of it? The tour was meticulously organised by Roger.
If he had said we would be stopping at 11:05 (say) for a
photograph, that is exactly the time we stopped. Collectively
our thanks must formally go to Roger for all the work he
must have put in.
To summarise in 2 words – rain and camaraderie. Yes, the weather wasn’t that great but we
didn’t let that dampen our spirits or enjoyment. My wife, who is Scottish, did say “What do
you expect?”! Would I go again? Of
course, but if Roger organises the trip
again, I am sure priority will be given to
members who have not already done it,
from which point of view I would urge
you not to think about it, but to do it.
There

are

some

fairly big distances

involved (I recorded 1,609 miles door to
door) and some of the progress that
needs to be made can be tiring, but I did
it, so you can!
Editor note: Photos do not necessarily tie up with the text to which they are adjacent and
there are more images at the end of the newsletter.
The only way is UP
Like a dysfunctional lift, IAMRS subscriptions only go in one direction and, if you need a hint,
it isn’t down. Yet again there are resolutions at the AGM to increase the annual subscription.
From 1 April 2022 to increase Ordinary Members other than Fellows £43.00 (discounted to
£39.00 if paid by direct debit) and to increase the annual subscription for all Ordinary
Members who are Fellows to £59.50 (discounted to £55.50 if paid by direct debit). With
investments alone just shy of £8m I ask myself whether genuine need has been replaced by
an habitual and gratuitous craving for increased assets. I am probably being naïve, idealistic
and unnecessarily combative.

Roger masters the car
Roger Barratt writes
In December 2019 I was looking for a challenge for the New Year and I decided to do the IAM
Masters test in a car, having done it the year before on the bike. I like collecting badges and

certificates and I thought that having gained a Masters on the bike then the car would be
relatively easy. How wrong could I be!
Firstly there was disruption caused by the C word. My first observed drive was in January
2020 and then I was away on holiday so we only did one more drive in March before being
delayed by the first of the lockdowns. We got going again in August and September and then
once again, a further lockdown delay until May 2021. Things progressed reasonably smoothly
after that until my test which was on Friday 1st October.
Did I pass?
Yes but I was disappointed not to achieve a pass
with distinction as I had done on the bike. I lost
marks for failure to make enough progress
including overtaking.
the

course

to

drive

I did struggle all through
fast

enough

to

make

maximum legal progress because in the car I
tend to cruise around a bit and try and give any
passengers a comfortable ride, not throw them
around. I needed to get a move on!
What did I learn?
The scrutiny in a car is much more intense as you are sitting next to someone who can see
precisely what your speed is, what gear you are in and whether your foot is on the
accelerator or the brake pedal. I learned to drive to a new level of precision that just isn’t
tested on the bike.
Another big learning point was commentary driving which you have to be prepared to do for
the whole 90 minute Masters test. This took a while to get used to as it isn’t as simple as
just pointing out hazards, you have to explain why they are significant and more importantly
how you are going to deal with them.
Was it easy?
No, I underestimated the amount of work I needed to put in. You need to practice and to live
and breathe Roadcraft because you can’t just turn it on for the day of the test.
Would I recommend it?
Yes of course. I learned a lot technically and it has made my
driving safer and I actually enjoy it more again.

It has also

improved my riding, particularly with planning and execution.
I would recommend taking the car Advanced Test first if you
haven’t done that because you will learn a lot just by doing
that.
Thanks as usual go to the tireless IAM volunteers – I am indebted to my Masters Mentor
Denis Hale from the Solihull Car Group for his time, guidance and patience.

Gunpowder Plot
I was going to entice you to join John Chivers timely rideout to local places associated with
the 1605 Gunpowder Plot by writing a
piece to supplement the ride but by the
time I’d sketched it there was already
more than enough other stuff to fill the
newsletter. So I will just mention one
peculiarity.
The Red Lion Inn (aka the Old Lion Inn)
in Dunchurch, was a rendezvous point for
the conspirators who, having learnt that
parliament had been destroyed, were to
travel to Coombe Abbey to kidnap King James I’s young daughter. The idea was to proclaim
Princess Elizabeth queen and restore the Catholic faith. The Inn, now a house, has a plaque
boasting: ‘GUY FAWKES HOUSE. 5th November 1605. In fact Guy Fawkes never lived there
nor did he own the property and interestingly the images show that the building appears
older now with its mock Tudor timbers than it did at the turn of the 20th century.

1900

2020

As an historical note, Robert Catesby brought news from London that Guy Fawkes had been
discovered beneath Parliament and the plot revealed but for reasons unknown, he claimed
that the King was dead and that their cause was still worth fighting for. Catesby with some of
the

other conspirators decamped to collect weapons from Norbrook House and rally other

Catholics to rebellion. It did not end well for any of them.

IAM RoadSmart News
As usual the latest IAM RoadSmart News is here, their tips and blogs are here and their
Facebook page is here. IAM RoadSmart, has announced a new partnership with mental
health charity Mental Health Motorbike here. Their item about what COP22 should address
says many IAMRS members believe driving and riding for pleasure is something that has
been forgotten about by politicians. I ask why would politicians even consider anyone

producing greenhouse gas emissions for pleasure? Going further, one could say such
hedonists should be castigated and legislated against. In fact any government serious about
climate change would have the courage and common sense to increase fuel duty substantially
using the additional revenue for the benefit of the environment. Lifestyles have got to
change. Any comments on these radical suggestions should be addressed to the new editor,
I, as Guy Fawkes so abjectly failed to do, am only lighting the blue touch paper.

CWAM Events in November
Wed 3rd
9:30 – 1:00pm

Rideout to Winslow

Sun 7th

The Warwickshire Gunpowder Plot

9:00 – 1:30pm

Trail

Sun 14th
9am – 10am
Wed 17th
7:30pm
Sun 21st

CWAM Club Sunday

Virtual Committee Meeting

See Events Diary for details.

See Events Diary for details.
Jaguar Cars Sports & Social
Club, Fenton Rd, CV5 9PS.
Zoom for committee
members only.
Please contact John Chivers

Proposed Rideout

if you would like to lead a
CWAM rideout.

Wed 24th

Social Club Night – “Welcome back to

Jaguar Cars Sports & Social

7:30 pm

CWAM”

Club, Fenton Rd, CV5 9PS.

Sun 28th
9am – 10am

CWAM Club Sunday

Jaguar Cars Sports & Social
Club, Fenton Rd, CV5 9PS.

For all future events check out the Diary page.
If anyone has news to share, tips to pass on, pictures for the gallery or items for sale please
mail me (newsletter@cwam.org.uk).
Your website - your news - your contributions!
To unsubscribe from the CWAM Newsletter please click here

Tour of Scotland Photographs

Keep an eye open for more tours in 2022.

