
 

 

Congratulations to 

Simon Mills  

who recently passed the advanced test 

and to  

Mick Thompson 

who was awarded a F1RST  

CWAM Club Sundays return to the Jaguar Sports & Social Club 

 

Sunday 3rd October sees us back to some semblance of normality with the first proper CWAM 

Club Sunday for 18 months at the Jaguar Cars Sports & Social Club, Fenton Rd, Coventry, 

CV5 9PS.  

 

The photo shows us celebrating the 5th anniversary of CWAM Club Sundays on 19th January 

2020 not long before the dreaded lockdown. A similar number or greater on Sunday would be 

good and Dave Shakespeare (foreground) might even manage to look cheerful. 

Club Sundays are not only for Associate Check Rides they also offer a chance for all CWAMs 

to get together, socialise and possibly go on an informal rideout. 

Doors open 09:00 and those engaged in check rides should aim to arrive at that time. Please 

use the large coach parking bays to park your bikes. 
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25th Anniversary Open Day 

 

I am something of a pessimist when it comes to social events and when 

our 25th Anniversary Open Day was first mooted some 18 months ago my 

most optimistic estimate was that we would be lucky to attract 40 people. 

By the time we advertised it this August, nothing had changed my mind 

which just goes to show how wrong I can be (and often am). Eventual 

attendance exceeded 80 of both old and new  members which was 

impressive. Inside, most of the 

tables were full with members and 

their families chatting and catching up with friends, 

whilst outside several groups were either looking at or 

discussing the bikes.  

 

The middle of the afternoon was taken up with the pleasurable task of presenting test pass 

certificates. In the absence of observers Martin Williams and Sagar Depala, training officer 

Andy Spencer presented David Bucholz, Andrea Smith and Mark Prior with their certificates. 

Brian Horner, Peter Lloyd and Candice Davis received their certificates from their respective 

observers Paul Owen, Mike Searle, and Paul Harris. John Frodsham had, for some reason, 

waited nearly a year before receiving his certificate from his observer Andy Duncombe. 

    

     



 

      

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you look carefully you will see that Candice, Brian, Mark and Peter were all awarded 

F1RSTs. Special congratulations to them. 

The food was commented on by quite a few consumers – in a good way. Anniversary pens 

and buffs (the tubes that keep your neck warm) were distributed. If like me, you didn’t 

manage to pick up a buff, you will be able to collect one at the CWAM Club Sunday on 3rd 

October. Likewise the pens. 

 

  

 



 

     

There are occasions when one can only speculate what is going through Andy’s head, this is 

definitely such a time. 

 

We were also fortunate to have the chairmen who have shaped and grown the group from the 

late nineties to the present day. Ron Thorley, Tony Williamson, Keith Daffern, Paul Lewis, 

Roger Barratt and Ian Collard. Only Arthur Harrison our first chair was missing. 

 

Dragon Rally Diehards 

 

As I mentioned earlier, our Open Day enjoyed attendance from across the range of members. 

One, who hopefully won’t mind me saying falls into the senior category, is Tony Walsh, a man 

of infinite patience who observed me on a couple of agonisingly dire check rides many years 

ago. He promised me the following item for the newsletter and has delivered. 

Tony writes 

Good to see you today and other familiar faces.  

Below is a photograph, taken by ‘Motorcycle’ in 1968, and titled 'Dragon Rally Diehards’. 

There were 3 of us (in the foreground), leading a 350cc Velocette Viper followed by a 600cc 

Norton Dominator (me), and a 250cc Honda.  

Although the photograph is in black & white, it truly was a miserable grey day, and taken en 

route to The Dragon Rally held near Conwy, North Wales. A better picture would have been 

had on the return journey when I was leading. Having had a cup of hot, watery soup and 

collected our Dragon Rally badges, I was in a hurry to get home. Unfortunately I forgot the 

flooded section of road, after all everything looked grey and lacking any superb IAM training, 



 

I entered the flood at high speed, which resulted in a shorted magneto, me getting 

completely soaked and having to push the motorcycle 50 yards to get to dry land. It was very 

dangerous for my friends and other riders, since they nearly fell off their motorcycles 

laughing.  

Did I feel a prat?. - Yes. Did the bike start ok? - Yes, first kick. Did I feel tough and strong? – 

NO! I just wanted to get home to a nice warm bed!  

 

 

Ed note – look carefully and you can see the waterfalls torrenting down the mountain on the 

opposite side of the valley, a truly grim day. Even the leafless trees are longing for summer.  

 

Rideouts in September 
 

Roger Barratt took us to Rothley Station at the beginning of the month where, with 

excellent timing, the City of Leicester steamed in much to our boyish delight. 

.      



 

     

Not such good timing was the food delivery van that arrived just as we were riding out of the 

car park. Nevertheless we didn’t starve but for those who cannot function without a full 

English, times were tough although in every other respect the trip met the usual high 

standards associated with a Barratt rideout.  

 

 

 

 

We were fortunate, sandwiched as we were between two truly dismal days, when we 

travelled to Northleach Prison on a beautiful if cool, sunny morning at the end of the 

month. There was a bit of 

a spheksophobic moment 

in Fulbrook when a wasp 

managed to find its way 

into Ian’s helmet but the 

situation was resolved 

with commendable 

coolness and minimal 

screaming. As we were 

leaving we saw a  

doughty German couple 

who have relinquished 

their past life to ride the World. See duo93adventure. Travelling the lanes isn’t everyone’s 

cup of tea but for 40 odd miles of the return journey, from Northleach to Charlecote, we 

enjoyed minimal traffic and an agreeable glimpse of the rural scene, free to all, once you 

leave the main roads behind. Thank you to those who kept me company. 

https://duo93adventure.com/


 

Rugby BikeFest 

 

CWAM put up their gazebo at the Rugby 

Bike Fest on 26th September and enjoyed 

a long but successful day. Sunny 

weather encouraged a good turnout and 

kept the CWAM team busy. Although, 

due to our current waiting list, a 

conscious decision had been made not to 

sell advanced motorcycling courses, we 

did offer Free Assessment Rides in the 

expectation that riders would be so 

impressed they’d join at a later date. So, 

without really trying the team signed up 

13 potential associates.  

Thanks to volunteers  Ian Collard, Mark Ford, Alan Sprung and Doug Vincent-Squibb for flying 

the CWAM flag so ably. 

Becky Catchpole rides GS Trophy Qualifier. 

GS Trophy Qualifier - what a weekend! It did not disappoint with awesome road rides and 

technical offroad challenges. The weekend began with sign on, on the Friday. Paul and l had 

the two road rides on the Saturday. 

First out the gate at 8am for the Beacons road ride which was lovely, lots of tight country 

lanes, challenges on the way and optional offroad sections. 

Obviously we gave them a go.  

The second road ride, we set off at 1pm for the Black 

Mountain route. Again it so did not disappoint, more 

challenges and offroad options. Ellie (the 1100) took it in her 

stride and the only off we had was when Paul was not going 

fast enough up a rocky climb and it was either ride into the 

back of him or brake and fall off. I went for the latter.....  

Woke on Sunday morning to a beautiful Welsh sunrise and an 

8am start to the offroad challenges set by Off Road Skills. 

There were five challenges and l had to do two laps. You rode 

your own bike to each challenge and used the BMW bikes for 



 

the tests. Challenges were a mix of bike handling, clutch control and trials skills. The idea is 

to get as few points as possible.  

Sunday afternoon, while the results were being sorted, was the opportunity to catch up with 

old friends and make new friends and talk about the weekend. The top ten men went into a 

final set of challenges and then the top five went onto compete in a special course set by 

BMW Germany. The top three ladies were also announced and imagine the shock when my 

name was called, l only had come in third. So l then found myself with the special test a long 

with the other riders. I can't say anything about the test because it was behind closed doors 

for fairness. All l can say it was hard, challenging and epic.  

Just as the sun was setting and the Welsh rain started to fall the final positions were 

announced and within the females l had moved up and finished second. I now have to wait to 

find out if my performance was good enough to qualify for one of the six international female 

teams that will be going to Albania in 2022.  

I still have so much to work on with my skills and l know l can ride better but l now have the 

#SpiritOfGS firmly in sight. 

Congratulations Becky from all at CWAM, we're pretty confident you'll be one of the six in 

Albania 

Tour of Scotland 

The first full week of October sees the long awaited and much postponed (Covid has a lot to 

answer for) Tour of Scotland. Keeping Roger 

Barratt company are Howard Biggs, Gilbert 

Bradshaw, Simon Brown, Candice Davies, Phil 

Mason, Martin Nee, Simon Oatley and Nigel 

Wright. Wishing them all a midge free ride on dry 

roads. Haste Ye Back!  

Read next month’s newsletter to see what you 

missed. 

In passing, it is possible that Roger may run a 

similar tour next year for those who haven’t done 

it before and organise a two night tour of the Lake District & Pennines. No promises but 

watch this space 

 



 

IAM RoadSmart News 
 
As usual the latest IAM RoadSmart News is here, their tips and blogs are here and their 

Facebook page is here. Somewhat mind numbing to see that IAMRS have spent money 

surveying 3000 older drivers and coming up with the conclusion that they want to continue 

driving for as long as it is safe for them to do so. Who would have thought it? 

 

Vacancy 

 

There is still a vacancy for the highly prestigious but undemanding role of 

Newsletter Editor.  

This is the perfect opportunity for those who, as is so often said by insincere 

charlatans, have a burning desire to give something back. If like me you’re totally 

unsuitable for an observer role but want to contribute in a very small and painless 

manner, this is right up your street. Contact me at newsletter@cwam.org.uk or have a 

chat with me at CWAM Club Sunday. 

 

CWAM Events in October 
 

Sun 3rd 

9am – 10am 
CWAM Club Sunday 

Jaguar Cars Sports & Social 

Club, Fenton Rd, CV5 9PS. 

4th – 9th Tour of Scotland Fully booked. 

Wed 6th 

7:30pm 
Virtual Committee Meeting 

Zoom for committee members 

only. 

Sun 10th  Proposed Rideout 
Please contact John Chivers if 

you would like to lead a rideout. 

Wed 13th 

9am – 1pm 
Roger’s Stow on the Wold Rideout See Events Diary for details. 

Sun 17th 

9am – 10am 
CWAM Club Sunday 

Jaguar Cars Sports & Social 

Club, Fenton Rd, CV5 9PS 

Sun 24th  Proposed Rideout 
Please contact John Chivers if 

you would like to lead a rideout. 

Sun 31st 

9am – 10am 
CWAM Club Sunday 

Jaguar Cars Sports & Social 

Club, Fenton Rd, CV5 9PS. 

 

https://www.iamroadsmart.com/media-policy/press-releases
https://www.iamroadsmart.com/media-policy/news-and-insights
https://www.facebook.com/IAMRoadSmart/
mailto:newsletter@cwam.org.uk


 

Lucky 13 
  
We are publishing a series of cartoons illustrating the trials and tribulations of biking as 
suggested by Paul Harris. Sit back and enjoy. 

 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 
For all future events check out the Diary page. 

If anyone has news to share, tips to pass on, pictures for the gallery or items for sale please 

mail me (newsletter@cwam.org.uk). 

Your website - your news - your contributions! 

To unsubscribe from the CWAM Newsletter please click here 

 

 

 

 

https://cwam.org.uk/eventsdiary2019/
mailto:newsletter@cwam.org.uk
mailto:newsletter@cwam.org.uk?subject=Remove%20addressee%20from%20CWAM%20Mailing%20List.%20Initiated%20from%20Newsletter.

