
 

 

Congratulations to 

Brian Horner, Pete Lloyd and Mark Prior 

who were all awarded a F1RST on their advanced test. 

And to our team of excellent observers  

who inspire associates to return such superb results. 

 

 
 
The Chairman's Bit 
 

Ian Collard writes: 

How good is it that we're out on our bikes again? 

 

In the few shorts weeks we've been out and about we've had 

some great ride-outs that have been enjoyed by members, 

at least there have been some happy smiley faces on the 

Facebook posts, so I'm assuming they enjoyed 

themselves??!! Although Boris has, rightly in my opinion, 

postponed total unlocking for a while, we have decided that the rule of six will be lifted as 

planned for Social Rides, subject to the individual ride leader's preference.  

 

As far as the training is concerned, we've not been able to re-start at the Jag' Club yet, but 

we are meeting at our chosen locations and getting out there. The Observers have been 

working hard and we are getting through the "Covid" waiting list, although it's still a work in 

progress and we still have more to do. 

 

Boris' postponement also means that live Social Evenings cannot re-start just yet, but we 

have some good speakers for the Zoom meetings, and we will be live again just as soon as 

we can. 

 

NEWSLETTER 
July 2021 

 



 

 

With activities resuming, now seems a good time to remind members of the process for 

reporting any potential issues. For group related issues, please contact any committee 

member and for training issues, please contact your Observer, a member of the Training 

Team or the Training Officer. Contacts can be found on the website "who's who" page. 

 

You won't see this until after the event, but CWAM are supporting IAMRS at the ABR Festival 

over the weekend of 25th-27th June. Should be a great event, hopefully the weather holds, 

but keep an eye out for FB posts etc and maybe we'll see you there. 

 

Take care, all the best 

Ian 

 
June Virtual Club Night 
 
It was unfortunate that 16th June was the last day of summer because it encouraged too 

many CWAMs to be outside enjoying the fabulous weather while they could. Nevertheless 

there was a reasonable number Zooming in for the June Club Night which featured Paddy 

Tyson’s illuminating and entertaining talk. He set the scene by talking about some real 

adventurers, bikers who had ridden from Belgium to Syria on a Zero, retraced Che Guevara’s 

footsteps in South America and Shinji Kazama who amongst other things biked to the North 

and South Poles. 

His dictum that travel destroys prejudices came from his firsthand experiences collected on 

his globetrotting trips as were the 

tips he was eager to pass on to us. 

Travel light and only pack bare 

essentials. Plan and carry an extra 

supply so you don’t suffer from fuel 

anxiety or worse run out. Fit 

crashbars to reduce low speed fail 

damage, and heated grips if you’re 

travelling at altitude. His vital rules for staying safe were never to anticipate other road users 

actions as they are totally unpredictable and never ride at night. There may be a dearth of 

tigers and giraffes roaming in the UK twilight, but a muntjac or a badger can be equally 

devastating as they prowl the gloomy byways seeking unwary riders.  

When it comes to shipping your bike to foreign climes Wallenius Wilhelmsen are his definite 

recommendation. http://ridetheworld.com/ are his touring company of choice for those who 

yearn for far flung destinations.  

With his Overland editor’s hat firmly on his head, he said there was no formula for getting 

your articles into print. You must familiarise yourself with the magazine you’re submitting to 

https://cwam.org.uk/whos-who/#top
https://www.walleniuswilhelmsen.com/schedules
http://ridetheworld.com/


 

and adapt your writing accordingly. Write to entertain and don’t include everything, only what 

engages you and hopefully your audience. When it comes to photography, use high 

resolution, shoot from unusual angles and a wide angle lens is your friend. 

I must admit to being relieved that it was a Zoom meeting because Paddy had quite a 

distressing cough which he valiantly disregarded. Nevertheless, it was good to hear from a 

speaker who was entertaining, widely experienced and an obvious expert in his fields. 

 
Rideout to Super Sausage 

Roger Barratt writes: 

We always have a variety of riders on ride outs, in this case an experienced long term 

member, a recently qualified observer, a member who had transferred from another group, 

someone who had passed their advanced test the week before and someone who was just 

starting out on their advanced training – a real mixed bag!  Whatever people’s experience 

and background though all barriers are immediately broken down due to our shared passion 

for motorcycling.  

I must admit I was a little unsure about running this ride again because we’ve done it a few 

times now and the roads in Northamptonshire are getting worse and worse.  You spend half 

your ride planning on avoiding potholes but I suppose it’s all part of the skills required in an 

advanced rider.  I changed the route this time to include a few more 

A roads and avoid a lot of the HS2 work and that seemed to work 

although there was inevitably more traffic. The minor roads coming 

back were delightfully free of traffic though and we enjoyed a 

flowing ride back at 50 mph or so.  

The route taken was south from Long Itchington on the A423, left at 

Great Bourton, through Cropredy to the A361, left to Charwelton 

then right to Blakesley then Silverstone before joining the A5 at 

Heathencote.  We came back up the A5, left at Towcester through 

Greens Norton, Blakesley (again), all the way back through to Priors 

Marston and then Southam and Long Itch again.  I find that a longer route out and a more 

direct route back suits the day well.  

Leading ride outs is great fun and doesn’t take much effort so if you have a favourite route or 

destination or you just want to give something back then please contact John Chivers and 

offer to lead one. 



 

 

Pictured left to right are Richard Taylor, Roger Barratt, Carl Matthews, Mike Crust, Martin 

Payne and Steven Wilkes, all behind Martin’s lovely Laverda, another Italian beauty.  Also 

pictured is Richard’s super sausage. 

 

Rideout to Turweston Aerodrome 
  

This could equally well have been entitled ‘a tour of the HS2 works compounds’ which, to be 

fair, I found fascinating as it provided an indication of the grand scale of the impressive 

enterprise.  It was also interesting to note that most of the work must be cerebral because 

there was little evidence of hard physical labour. Groups of workers engaged in on-site 

consultations and clad in fluorescent orange babygrows were not only a little harsh on the 

eye but definitely offensive to anyone with an iota of fashion sense. 

We met in the shade of The Oak’s car park in Baginton,  notable in that a large greengrocers 

stall was setting up at the same time. I was tempted by some apples for a crumble but didn’t 

have my tailpack to carry them.  It was a perfect summer’s morning, clear blue skies, hot but 

not sweltering as we set out on Dave Shakespeare’s clever route which succeeded in avoiding 

any major roads and thus irritating traffic. 

There were roads I’d never travelled before and some vaguely familiar making up a pleasing 

journey to Turweston which without exaggeration 

is one of the finest refreshment stops I’ve ever 

enjoyed on a CWAM rideout. Sitting outside on 

the first floor balcony, beneath the control tower, 

soaking up the sun, with the elegant fountain 

splashing playfully into the lake, was a joy. I 

realised one of our number had been absent for 

some time and with the constant comings and 



 

goings of light aircraft, images of abduction and bundlings into the squashed confines of a 

Cessna bound for a distant seraglio 

popped into my head. But no, just an 

extended fag break. 

There were parts of the return journey, 

particularly along the Old Welsh Road, 

where it appeared Caravaggio had been 

practising his chiaroscuro, the dark 

shade of the roadside trees cunningly 

hiding potholes large enough to float a 

Venetian gondola. Northamptonshire 

boasts an unenviable record when it 

comes to poor road surfaces but to be 

fair, with the odd exception they 

appeared no worse than anywhere else 

but this was possibly because Dave, 

who had regularly cycled the route in 

his youth, had well-remembered roads 

no one else ever travels. 

There’s no doubt that Dave Shakespeare hath a way of providing a great morning’s ride. I 

look forward to more of them. 

 

E10 is coming and it’s nothing to do with food standards 
 

You sweat blood over an article for the newsletter and then those unmentionables at IAMRS 

bung something similar on their Facebook page a couple of days before publication date. Well 

I bite my thumb at them and carry on regardless.  

Earlier this year the Department for Transport announced that ethanol-blended E10 fuel will 

go on sale at British petrol stations in the autumn. E10 is a combination of 90% conventional 

petrol and 10% ethanol a biofuel derived from sugar, grain and wood. Currently the 95RON 

petrol most of us use is E5 i.e. five percent ethanol and 95 percent petrol. It's said that E10 

could cut carbon dioxide emissions by 750,000 tonnes per year.  

Ethanol is a potent solvent and there is a significant risk of serious damage to aluminium, 

zinc, copper, brass, magnesium alloys, galvanised metals, seals, hoses, cork, fibreglass, 

rubber, polyurethane and epoxy resin which can be found in the fuel systems of many classic 

bikes. 

The DfT estimate that E10 may effect as many as 750,000 bikes. However the good news is 

that the majority of bikes manufactured after 2000 are designed to cater for ethanol-blended 

fuels. If you have any concerns the government website has a page at  

https://check-vehicle-compatibility-e10-petrol.service.gov.uk/manufacturer/. 

https://check-vehicle-compatibility-e10-petrol.service.gov.uk/manufacturer/


 

Meanwhile the debate about ethanol goes on. Its significant use of land that could otherwise 

be producing food, its environmentally unfriendly distillation process and whether we are 

simply exporting our emissions are all considerations. 

 

Correction 
 

Unlike the national press you won’t find our corrections tucked away in the smallest font 

below an advert for macramé for the stressed who feel their lives are unravelling. No we own 

them and are happy to put the record straight. Last month I said that when travelling in EU 

countries that ‘you need to display a GB sticker except in Eire.’ This, as John Chivers pointed 

out was wishful thinking on my part as it was much too simplistic. The government website 

states 

 You do not need to display a GB sticker to drive in Ireland. 

 You must display a GB sticker clearly on the rear of your vehicle if your number plate 

has any of the following: 

o a Euro symbol 

o a national flag of England, Scotland or Wales 

o numbers and letters only – no flag or identifier 

 If you’re in Spain, Cyprus or Malta, you must display a GB sticker no matter what is on 

your number plate.  

John has a blog which covers the topic pretty exhaustively at:   

https://wordpress.johnchivers.com/2021/06/23/registration-plates-and-national-

identifiers/ 

It does my heart good to know that my taxes are being spent so productively; it surely takes 

a special breed of remuneratively secure official to formulate such a Machiavellian construct.   

Long live bureaucracy.  

 

Chips at The Mermaid 
 
Roger Barratt writes: 

I started doing the Chip Run ride out in 2012 and for it still to be going strong in 2021 says 

something for the quality of the fish & chips from the Mermaid Fish Bar in Moreton-in-Marsh.  

Impeccable service also with us all getting served freshly 

cooked food in record time. 

We had twenty people attending which was great after 

being restricted to six for so long.  A few new faces and 

pillions also which is always good to see.  A large group of 

well behaved bikers in your mirrors is always a welcome 

sight! 

https://wordpress.johnchivers.com/2021/06/23/registration-plates-and-national-identifiers/
https://wordpress.johnchivers.com/2021/06/23/registration-plates-and-national-identifiers/


 

We try to do a different route each year but there 

are only so many roads to choose from.  This year 

the route was Leamington Spa, Bishop’s 

Tachbrook, Wellesbourne, Kineton, Edgehill, Sun 

Rising Hill, Pillerton Priors, Halford then down the 

Fosse Way to Moreton.  Coming back it was more 

direct, straight up to Halford, Wellesbourne and 

then the A46 Warwick Bypass Services. 

Looking forward to the anniversary run next year. 

IAM RoadSmart News 
 
As usual the latest IAM RoadSmart News is here,  their tips and blogs are here and their 

Facebook page is here. There are health tips in the blog about keeping hydrated and coping 

with hay fever.  

 

The boundless generosity of IAMRS is in evidence 

again with a £20 off offer to ‘family or friends’. All 

they need to do is quote your membership number 

when buying an advanced course. This offer is for 

telephone only orders on 0300 303 1134. Details 

here. 

=========== 

 

 

Roger’s nice photo of our bikes in the evening sun in Moreton improved to end by not having 

the mandatory red Ducati in the foreground.  

https://www.iamroadsmart.com/media-policy/press-releases
https://www.iamroadsmart.com/media-policy/news-and-insights
https://www.facebook.com/IAMRoadSmart/
https://www.iamroadsmart.com/campaign-pages/end-customer-campaigns/mgm


 

Lucky 13 
 
We are publishing a series of cartoons illustrating the trials and tribulations of biking as 
suggested by Paul Harris. Sit back and enjoy. 

 

 

 



 

CWAM Events in July 
 

Sun 4th 

9am – 10am 

CWAM Club Sunday.  

 

Venue by mutual agreement 

with your observer. 

Wed 7th 

9am – 1pm 

Roger's Rideout to Chipping Norton. Roger 

Barratt leads a half day rideout to along 

some of the best roads in the region to 

The Old Mill Coffee House & Bistro. Total 

distance approx. 70 miles. 

Start at Long Itch Diner. 

Booking link will be e-mailed 

out. 

Sun 11th  

9am – 2pm 

Rideout to Yarnton. Howard Biggs leads 

along a variety of roads with lots of twists 

and turns to Yarnton, just north of Oxford. 

120 miles in total (1hr 45 there, and 1hr 

25 back) to return to the Diner by 2pm. 

This ride is limited to 15. 

Start at Long Itch Diner. 

Booking link will be e-mailed 

out. 

Tues 13th 

7:30pm 

Vitual Committee meeting.  

Sun 18th  

9am – 10am 

CWAM Club Sunday.  

 

Venue by mutual agreement 

with your observer. 

Sun 25th  

9am – 10am 

Proposed Rideout. Please contact John 

Chivers if you would like to lead a CWAM 

rideout. 

TBA 

 

 
 

For all future events check out the Diary page. 

If anyone has news to share, tips to pass on, pictures for the gallery or items for sale please 

mail me (newsletter@cwam.org.uk). 

Your website - your news - your contributions! 

To unsubscribe from the CWAM Newsletter please click here 

 

https://cwam.org.uk/eventsdiary2019/
mailto:newsletter@cwam.org.uk
mailto:newsletter@cwam.org.uk?subject=Remove%20addressee%20from%20CWAM%20Mailing%20List.%20Initiated%20from%20Newsletter.

