
 

 

Congratulations to 

Maxim Kraev 

who recently passed the advanced test 

and to  

Jenny Mealey  

who was awarded a F1RST  

 

 

Wanted – Newsletter Editor 
 

 
After too many years editing the CWAM Newsletter I am ready to hand 

over to someone who actually knows what he/she’s doing. If you would 

like to grasp this unique opportunity to enter the world of high profile 

journalism, please drop me a line at newsletter@cwam.org.uk.  

 

Qualifications required  

- a passing acquaintance with the English language.  

- a spare hour or two at the end of each month. 

 
Glossary 
 

When I first joined CWAM in 2006ish I was totally flummoxed by some of the terminology. I 

had joined and thus I was a member. Not so. On the basis of better late than never, the 

following hopefully explains all. 

IAMRS, the abbreviated form of IAM RoadSmart, our parent organisation, for those (me) 

who are too lazy to write it out in full.  

Member, aka Full Member. One who has passed the advanced test. Once upon a time they 

were also known as Green Badge Holders (GBH) because they were presumably given a 
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green badge when they passed their test. In fact IAMRS sell green badges as part of their 

‘heritage range’, possibly stock left over from the good old days. I think we can now regard 

this as being a redundant term. 

Associate, aka Associate Member. A member who hasn’t passed the advanced test and is 

probably undergoing mentoring. Associates subscriptions are slightly higher than Members 

because they enjoy the benefits of mentoring to advanced level. According to IAMRS statutes 

associates may not vote at the AGM. 

Observer, These are the heroes who mentor associates and offer post-test training on 

request. Our Observers are all unpaid volunteers and qualified to provide on-the-road 

coaching.  

• National Observer - certified by the IMI and mentored and tested by 

independent IAM/IMI examiners. These are senior Observers with many years 

experience. A remarkably high 77% of CWAM Observers are at this National 

level. (IMI – Institute of Motor Industry) 

• Local Observer - certified by the IMI but mentored and tested within the local 

group by National Observers who have been trained as mentors.  

• Trainee Observer - currently undergoing Observer training within the Group. 

 

Adventure Bike Riders Festival 
 

On June 25th, 2021, The Adventure Bike 

Riders Festival opened its doors for the first 

time in two years with 7,000 bikers 

flooding into the grounds of Ragley Hall. 

Volunteers from CWAM and Redditch AM 

arranged and delivered over 70 very 

popular observed 

rides during the 

three days and 

supported a few paid IAMRS staff manning the IAMRS stand 

(gazebo).   

Thank you to Ian Collard, Keith Daffern, Martin Williams, Richard 

Taylor, Mike Searle, Paul Harris, Sagar Depala, Ian Chapman, Roger 

Barratt, Stuart Warren and Andy Spencer who gave up their time and 

represented CWAM so successfully. 

 

KTM Roadshow Experience  
 Clive Evans writes  

On Saturday 10th July I attended the KTM Roadshow Experience featuring KTM’s new flagship 



 

 bike the 1290 Super Adventure. The event was run from Gilks Garage Café in Kineton. 

Other dates & venues across England and Wales available (by 

the time this is circulated I believe all dates will be in the past, 

ed. note).  

After booking in & completing the necessary forms, a group of 

eight of us had a half hour or so introduction to the bike and 

some of its electronic wizardry.  Each of us were allocated a 

bike to ride, the electronic suspension being adjusted to suit 

my vertically challenged 5’8” via the varied menu. Then out for 

a group ride around the Cotswolds with a designated ride 

leader & tail end Charlie. We took in a good mixture of quaint villages, twisty B roads and fast 

sweeping A roads. Hesitantly for me as 

it was raining to begin with, and astride 

a 1290cc / 160bhp unfamiliar bike was, 

ummm, interesting. However the Super 

Adventure was very stable, comfortable 

and smooth. The adjustments made for 

me, meant I could nearly flatfoot it. 

I can thoroughly recommend this event, 

if you get the chance they’re very well 

organised & professional. To whet your 

appetite see the KTM site here and the Bennetts review here. 

 

National Road Rally 2021 
 

Living life in the slow lane, the highlight of my biking calendar is the National Rally that takes 

place on the first weekend of July. Restrictions in 2019 led to a reduced one day event so I 

was looking forward to a return to the two day event which includes riding overnight. Not to 

be. With things still uncertain, the 

organisers had to abandon the overnight 

event and spread the rally over two days.   

As the day drew closer I became less and 

less enthused as I watched ever deteriorating weather forecasts which only excluded 

tornadoes and blizzards from a kaleidoscope of adverse conditions. I dug out my old jacket 

circa 2008 which has a magical word Gortex on its label and boasts an excellent storm collar. 

With my visor polished with Turtle Wax and my glasses coated with fairy liquid, I double-

wrapped my bottom in waterproof over-trousers and slipped my gloves into ungainly but 

functional over-mitts. I was ready.  

These preventative measures were well tested early on in Stourport where the authorities had 

https://www.ktm.com/en-gb/models/travel/ktm-1290-super-adventures2021.html
https://www.bennetts.co.uk/bikesocial/news-and-views/news/2021/january/new-ktm-1290-super-adventure-s-2021


 

thoughtfully installed three-way lights, not only on the entrance to the town but also on the 

exit and I sat for seemingly endless hours at each location in torrential rain with bullet-like 

drops pounding on my helmet like an overzealous Caribbean steel drum band.  

Contrary to expectations the wonderful sweeping lanes towards Welshpool were dry and the 

glorious Welsh scenery opened up as I started to enjoy rather than endure. And so it was, 

zigzagging down the Welsh Marches to Chepstow; the unalloyed pleasure of riding a bike. As 

is always the case, all good things come to an end and I descended into the Severn Valley at 

Itton, the towers of the bridge were wreathed in low cloud and a heavy greyness hid 

Gloucestershire as effectively as HMS Amethyst making smoke as it escaped down the 

Yangtze. But the fates were to deal a yet crueller blow. The slip road to the M48 was barred 

and the bridge was closed for maintenance.  

Following an unscripted detour to Magor I was much relieved to find myself on the M4 facing 

east. As I passed above the most inappropriately named Severn Beach, the rain hit again, 

three solid lanes of traffic abruptly slowed to 35mph. The visibility was that of a sauna when 

a golden haired Swedish god has nonchalantly tossed a pailful of water on the glowing coals 

in the sure knowledge that the weedy Englishman sitting beside him will evaporate. Things 

were bleak. 

Exiting for Wotton-under-Edge, the spray instantly disappeared and I could actually see the 

rain falling (the drops were that big). By the time I wound 

through Nailsworth all that was left of the storm were puddles 

of gargantuan proportions beneath a bright sky. Three hours 

later as I left the M40, just three miles from home everything 

had dried out nicely but of course reality is short on happy 

endings and I found myself riding directly into a water cannon 

for the next mile. Two minutes later I finished, dripping onto a 

bone dry driveway under a bright evening sun with my 

odometer reading a tantalising 399.9 miles.  

On Sunday, despite the great swathes of dark blue interspersed 

with thunder and lightening icons covering the Met Office’s 

map, Burton was beautiful, Leicester was lovely, Peterborough 

was pleasant and St Neots decidedly sunny. The pavements in 

Stevenage Old Town were thronged with tee-shirted diners 

eating al fresco as I passed, slightly disgruntled, still fully waterproofed anticipating the 

worst.    

Despite the capricious weather I stayed dry and for once neither my glasses nor my visor 

steamed up during the two days. The most frustrating thing was taking gloves off and on and 

juggling rally documentation in the wet. 755 miles door to door, 23 control points checked, 

quite a few stretches of wonderful road and a sense of minor achievement at the end. 

Looking forward to next year when I will remember to take some pictures. 



 

Ken Hubbard 
 

It is appropriate that a small tribute to Ken Hubbard should follow the last item as he was a 

keen supporter of the National Road Rally as was his wife Sandy who often manned one of 

the more remote controls. Ken died on 13th July after a long illness during which he was 

nursed at home by his devoted wife. 

Ken joined CWAM on 13th January 2008 and 

quickly established himself as a regular. I first 

really met Ken and Sandy when we shared a 

table at a Christmas Dinner and he rather 

bemused me and Ryan Howat, with the 

considerable number and practicality of 

homemade, self-engineered modifications he’d 

made to his bike. He also let slip that he had at 

least two outbuildings crammed with bits of 

machinery and tools that he’d collected over the 

years. Ken was one of that rare breed that could 

not only visualise solutions but had the 

engineering skill to conjure up a finished product 

of high quality.  

With Sandy behind him on pillion they ventured 

far and wide, from the Arctic Circle to the arid 

tracks of North Africa and most places in-

between. There was a story of him being literally hosed down in a hotel car park having been 

eased off the road, where there was no firm foothold, by an oncoming car in the Scottish 

Highlands.  

I have only scratched the surface of a life packed with motoring and motorcycling 

achievements. He will be sadly missed and our special thoughts are 

with his family.  

Sandy would like anyone available to accompany Ken on their bikes to 

the Heart of England Crematorium. She requested we assemble at their 

house 93 Clifton Way, Hinkley, LE10 0UZ on Monday 9th August 

between 12:30 and 12:45 to arrive at the Crematorium by 13:15.  

He will be travelling in a Land Rover, followed by his 1965 Sunbeam 

Tiger. After the service afternoon tea will be available at Hinkley Rugby 

Club. Sandy requests that any donations be made to Air Ambulance 

https://www.gseller.co.uk/obituaries/kenneth-ken-hubbard/. 
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John Chivers at the IAMRS Skills Day in Thruxton 

 

Earlier this year, my old work colleague and friend, Chris, with whom I've undertaken many 

motorcycle trips, contacted me to tell me he was going to sign up for the IAM Skills Day at 

Thruxton in late June and wondered if I'd like to sign up for it too. For those who know Chris 

from CWAM, you may not be aware that he moved to Wales earlier this year (though he's 

remaining a CWAM member) and we talked about the idea of me heading down to his new 

place on a Sunday afternoon, with a view to having a day's riding in Wales on Monday, 

followed by the Skills Day on the Tuesday. 

 

I didn't take much persuasion. Ordinarily, we might have done another trip abroad last year 

or this year, but COVID has put paid to any such notion. 

 

A very pleasant Sunday afternoon's ride down to Chris' new house and evening with him and 

his family was duly followed on the Monday with a lovely, sunny day's ride from his house in 

Cwmbran to Aberystwyth on the A40, A482, and B4337; a lunch on the pier; and a ride on 

the A44, A470, A479, and A40 back to Cwmbran. 

 

On the Tuesday morning, we set off early from Chris' house to Thruxton, leaving a dry Wales 

at 05:45 and, accompanied by a poorly timed downpour once we'd crossed into England and 

all the way down, arriving at Thruxton at 07:50.  

 

Having deposited my top-box in the 'store cabin' (no luggage or anything which may become 

detached from bikes is allowed on the track), we had time after signing in to grab a coffee 

and chat with other attendees. 

 

Suitably refreshed, and as the weather started 

to clear, we convened for a briefing as first time 

attendees (group C) in a large but socially-

distanced room upstairs in the Thruxton Centre 

building. The overall plan for the day was 

outlined and it became clear that the track 

sessions throughout the day were to be broken 

down into the 5 phases of the System we all 

know and love. It was again emphasised that 

although the day was taking place on a track, it was not a track day and the track speed limit 

for the day was 90 mph. The whole point of the day is to push the rider and bike in about as 

safe an environment as you can get, where we're not troubled by pot holes, diesel spills, or 



 

gravel. As someone who doesn't really follow motor racing of any kind (apart from an initial 

interest in Formula E), I appreciated the emphasis away from racing. 

 

Following this introduction, we headed to the front of the building where we were told to split 

ourselves into groups of 4 and decide to group ourselves based on how 'confident' we felt. It 

wasn't really clear to me what this meant in the context of a first time visitor to a track but 

an otherwise pretty confident rider, so Chris and I hedged our bets and went for group 3 of 8. 

We were joined by two ladies from the Bristol group, both of whom it transpired were 

observers, so we were a group of observers. The leader assigned to our group was another 

observer from the Thames Valley group, who obviously enjoyed mentoring skills days on 

track, as he had done several in the past. 

 

The first run-out emphasised the Information 

phase and was really an opportunity for us to 

familiarise ourselves with the track layout and 

the take in the optimal lines. The famous long 

straight section of Thruxton was artificially 

broken by a couple of chicanes in alternating 

directions. Anyone can go fast in a straight 

line, of course, and the organisers clearly 

wanted to prevent that. 

 

After a few laps we went back into the paddock area and had a chat for around 20 minutes, 

before making our way to the next briefing on positioning. 

 

And that was pretty much the set-up for the day: 

 

- 15 minute briefing 

- 15 minute track time 

- 15 minute discussion/break 

 

Allowing for time between each of these took up approximately an hour per session with 

lunch in the middle of the day. 

 

We methodically worked through each aspect of the System of Motorcycle Control (or IPSGA 

to its friends), with us taking it in turns from the second session to do a lap of the circuit, and 

the lead changing through each session, so each of us had a turn at being first after the initial 

demo lap by our group leader. 



 

In the speed session, attendees were encouraged to use heavy braking to establish how well 

a modern bike with ABS behaves in response and then, during the gear session, they 

recommended we ride in what I ultimately considered to be my bike's sweet-spot anyway - 

where I have the optimum positive throttle. 

 

As we undertook each session, there were various members of the team running the event 

who came out on track and tagged along with a group for a while to check on progress and 

feed back in the next debrief/briefing session any common things they picked up to the wider 

group, but at no stage in the day was anyone 'put on the spot' in front of other attendees. 

 

The one aspect of the event which became a 

little frustrating within our group was that we 

appeared to keep on catching up to the group in 

front of us, who had ostensibly put themselves 

into the second most confident group, yet it 

became a common occurrence that we found 

ourselves having to slow down to give ourselves 

space and in no sense were we going 

particularly fast. At one stage, out group leader 

did moot having a word to change around the order, but we decided to leave things as they 

were and just hold back a bit at strategic points. 

 

The final session of the day was rather more a free-for-all, with clear briefing on where 

overtaking on track was acceptable and not acceptable. Essentially, to overtake, you needed 

to deviate from the standard line we had been using throughout the day and to do so without 

closing the gate on the target bike or forcing them off the line. 

 

We did a few more laps in this manner and then with a final briefing, proceedings drew to a 

close and we said our goodbyes. I very much enjoyed the ride home. 

Chris and I spoke the following day and reflected on the experience. 

 

My own conclusion was that while I had enjoyed the day, I didn't particularly get much out of 

it in terms of development. Yes, we were invited to put our bikes into situations outside our 

normal comfort zones, but having covered 90,000 miles on my CBF 1000, I know it pretty 

intimately by now. As such, and having gone through the IAMRS course, trained to become 

an observer, and subsequently done my Masters, there wasn't really any new information, 

but then again, as it had been my first visit, we had been advised to start in group C.  Our 

group leader did state we should all have gone straight to group B, but we were just following 

instructions and as I didn't quite know what to expect, I don't regret having done so. 



 

 

My initial thoughts were that I probably wouldn't do another one personally, but on reflection 

I might actually. We'll see how I feel next year. 

 

That's not to say I wouldn't recommend it. I think it would be very useful for many people. I 

think it's best suited to someone currently undergoing the course in preparation for their test, 

for someone who perhaps did their test a while ago and hasn't done any subsequent training 

for a while, or for someone with a new bike who wants to put it to its paces in a safe 

environment… which is actually the situation Chris was in, having recently changed his BMW 

GSA for the new Honda Africa Twin. He even managed to have his suspension set up while we 

were between sessions by one of the people offering services or items for sale in the paddock 

area and he was mightily impressed by the difference it made. 

 

All things considered, and this is where I am really, it was a good day out, and a chance to 

take a bike off the road and on to a track. And even as someone pretty much indifferent to 

motor racing, I certainly enjoyed the experience. 

 

 

Rideouts in July 
 
As you can see, we only ran two rideouts in July. This is solely due to a shortage of 

volunteers prepared to lead a rideout. 

 

It is unreasonable to expect our observers, who attend promotional events and are currently  

snowed under training new associates, to take on additional tasks. But there are around 140 

other members who have passed the advanced test and could take us for a ride. Please give 

leading a rideout serious consideration and have a chat with John Chivers our Rideout 

Coordinator or email him via newsletter@cwam.org.uk.  

 

 
Chipping Norton 7th July 
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Yarnton 11th July 
 

 
 

 

The smell of the grease, the roar of the loud - RIP 

 

New petrol motorcycles will no longer be sold in the UK from 2035 – that’s a key message 

from the Government’s Transport Decarbonisation Plan. I for one am jolly pleased if it means 

a few less of those noisy machines despoiling our country lanes and disturbing law abiding 

pensioners as they laze in their gardens on soft summer evenings.  

 

On the other hand, according to Carbon Footprint, if I holiday in 

Athens, my economy seat on the plane produces a third more CO2 

emissions than my motorbike does in a whole year. I’ll give up 

holidaying abroad.  

 

 

IAM RoadSmart News 
 
As usual the latest IAM RoadSmart News is here, their tips and blogs are here and their 

Facebook page is here. One of their news releases headlines reads ‘Almost half of motorists 

support making 20mph the new 30mph’, going on to say that ‘new research by IAM 

RoadSmart, reveals 44% of drivers surveyed agree all current 30mph limits should be 

replaced with a 20mph limit’. Why do they do this? Take figures from an unrepresentative 

survey then skew the results to get an attention grabbing headline. The headline, if there has 

to be one is ‘the majority of drivers support no change to the 

30mph limit’. Am I just being grumpy?  

 

IAMRS are going into the valeting market, retailing snow foam and 

similar IAMRS badged products here.   

 

https://www.iamroadsmart.com/media-policy/press-releases
https://www.iamroadsmart.com/media-policy/news-and-insights
https://www.facebook.com/IAMRoadSmart/
https://www.iamroadsmart.com/special-pages/iamrs-valeting-range


 

Got an Adventure bike?   Want to try off-road trail? 
 
Mark Davies writes – 

 
I discovered this 5-mile trail connecting 

A44 to A488 near Llandegley.  It is a 

stone farm track well marked with public 

right away signs on the gate posts that 

climbs to 1800ft with some spectacular 

views. I class myself as a novice newbie 

to riding off-road riding and my 1200GS 

has road tyres. I thought this route is worth sharing as there are limited places with a decent 

length off-road ride, and not too difficult for exploring this type of riding when new to it. 

 

The trail itself involves going through several gates, 

but all clearly marked confirming ok to continue, 

there are a few muddy patches (momentum is your 

friend!) and one section of deep rutted track 

(approx. 300 yds). Strongly recommend you do the 

route with someone in 

case you need 

assistance but on the whole relatively easy trail to follow with 

big rewards due to the scenery.  

Google map coordinates: 52.22633, -

3.18107 (use satelite view and you 

can follow the track, it passes near 

Water Break-Its-Neck and comes out 

near Llanfihangel Rhydithon) 

The ride out to the above start point on the A44 is a real treat too 

and the return journey on the A488 eventually going through Clee 

Hill is another spot worth a stop to take in the sights. Also recommend is a jet wash at the 

end! 

CWAM Events in August 
 

Sun 1st 

9am – 10am 

CWAM Club Sunday.  

 

Venue by mutual agreement 

with your observer. 

Sun 8th Proposed Rideout. Please contact John 

Chivers if you would like to lead a CWAM 

rideout. 

 



 

Wed 11th 

9am – 1pm 

Roger's Rideout to Llandrindod Wells and  

Lakeside Café. Roger Barratt leads a full 

day rideout for full members only. (Those 

who have passed the advanced test) 

Start at McDonald's Alcester, 

B49 6PQ. 

Sun 15th 

9am – 10am 

CWAM Club Sunday.  

 

Venue by mutual agreement 

with your observer. 

Sun 22nd  

9am – 6pm 

Rideout to Skegness. Ian Collard leads 

us to the bracing seaside for fish & chips.   

Start at McDonald's  

Hinckley LE10 3BZ. 

Wed 25th 

7:30pm 

Vitual Committee meeting.  

Sun 29th  

9am – 10am 

CWAM Club Sunday.  

 

Venue by mutual agreement 

with your observer. 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

Date for the diary 
 

CWAM Open Day  
 

at Shilton Village Hall 
 

12th September 12pm to 6pm 
 

The bar will be open, food will be available. Further details to follow. 
 



 

Lucky 13 
 
We are publishing a series of cartoons illustrating the trials and tribulations of biking as 
suggested by Paul Harris. Sit back and enjoy. 

 
 
 



 

 
 

 
For all future events check out the Diary page. 

If anyone has news to share, tips to pass on, pictures for the gallery or items for sale please 

mail me (newsletter@cwam.org.uk). 

Your website - your news - your contributions! 

To unsubscribe from the CWAM Newsletter please click here 

 

https://cwam.org.uk/eventsdiary2019/
mailto:newsletter@cwam.org.uk
mailto:newsletter@cwam.org.uk?subject=Remove%20addressee%20from%20CWAM%20Mailing%20List.%20Initiated%20from%20Newsletter.

