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We are back
Our observers have had their peer-to-peer reviews to ensure they haven’t forgotten their
stuff after a long lockdown and associate mentoring has commenced. Additionally our
observers will have carried out in the region of 26 free assessment rides for potential CWAM
members during April and May. Our first rideout of the year is on 19th May with a trip into
Cotswold country.

April Club Night
Although

Paul

Brown

gave

us

a

good

overview of FTT (French Training Tour), the
majority of his talk covered his time in the
police force, 16 years of which was as a
covert motorcyclist. During his career in the
Met, he was involved in depriving a portfolio
of high profile villains of their liberty,

Levi

Bellfield and Jamie Acourt to name but two.
He was also on the scene at the horrific
Admiral Duncan pub bombing in 1999 and
has been involved in the seizure of copious quantities of heroin, cocaine and cannabis. Riding
40,000 – 50,000 miles a year on an unmarked bike whilst on surveillance, often at high
speed has given him a unique insight into biking techniques as well as the ability to blend into
the background. Unfortunately as we are all aware, being unobtrusive is the last thing a
motorcyclist should be if he/she is to remain unharmed by other road users, making his job a
dangerous undertaking.
FTT offer a number of planned routes over a three
or four day weekend in Europe and two day tours of
Wales. Following the principles of Safety, System,
Smoothness and Speed in the right places, riders
are assessed by four mentors on a 2:1 basis. The
object is to make you safer and faster, adding polish

to your ride emulating the qualities of professional riders. The price of a bit over £600, which
is not unreasonable, is all inclusive and you’re probably guaranteed late nights at the bar as
Paul and his fellow mentors reminisce. You can contact Paul at paul@ftt.com and view his
website at https://www.fttadvanced.com.
An unexpected benefit of the evening was the grand tour of Gary Bowers’ home, complete
with sound effects, enjoyed by the other 26 Zoomers. A rather disappointing attendance for
such an interesting speaker; I will have to improve my marketing skills before the next Club
Night.

Rideouts need YOU
With fair winds and following seas, our official full size group rideouts, as we know and love
them, will be back towards the end of June. We have a
small number of members who lead rideouts but there is
nothing remarkable about them. They simply enjoy
biking and want to share some of their best routes with
you. Their only talents, if you can call them talents, is
the ability to find refreshments along the route and to
acknowledge when they have taken a wrong turn and
perform a U turn without undue embarrassment. There is
nothing difficult or demanding about it and it is a really
good excuse to get out on your bike. If you’re feeling
altruistic or more likely just want to ride with your mates
please contact our social ride coordinator John Chivers
either directly or via newsletter@cwam.org.uk.

Speakers
Club Nights are like a ploughman’s lunch, and I’m talking the good, simple, traditional fare of
a chunk of Cheddar and a hunk of cottage loaf not a gastro pub plate of olive oil drizzled
Mediterranean salad with a morsel of Brie or a spoonful of runny
Camembert and slice of artisan ciabatta that has more air than bread.
Proper Club Nights are like a proper Ploughman’s lunch, both comprise
two main elements which in the case of Club Nights are the audience
(you) and a speaker. And like a good piece of tasty Cheddar, you rarely find a good speaker
on the shelf at Lidl’s which is why Steve Wilkes’ recommendation of Paul Brown was so
welcome.
Dave Shakespeare (no relation) our social secretary did a great job engaging Vanessa Ruck,
but he is always on the lookout for speakers to charm, educate and entertain you and

becomes outrageously excited when he receives suggestions from you. Whether it’s someone
you’ve heard and can recommend or possibly a topic you think the membership would be
interested in, please contact Dave directly or via newsletter@cwam.org.uk.

Thank you Colin
CWAM owes a debt of gratitude to Colin Brink who, with a forensic eye for detail and at
considerable personal effort, executed an independent informal review of CWAM’s finances
and policies. Thank you for your time and professionalism Colin.
Needless to say the trustees of the CWAM Charity are trustworthy, upright citizens who follow
the guidelines laid out by HMRC and the Charity Commissioners to the best of their ability.
Nevertheless it is good to have their actions independently verified and documented. This will
no doubt be reassuring for any members who wonder where all their subscription money goes
and it can be confidently reported that none of the committee have recently had their flat
redecorated.

Gift Aid
Whilst on the subject of money, one of our most important income streams comes from Gift
Aid. Gift Aid enables CWAM to claim back 25p for every pound donated. In other words your
£15 subscription can be worth an extra £3.75 to CWAM with little effort and no cost to you. If
you pay income tax all you need to do is complete a form with your
name and address, it is that simple. Although only 40% of you have
signed up for Gift Aid, in the last two years Gift Aid has contributed
over £670 which we could probably double without too much
trouble. If you want to boost CWAMs coffers please ask for a form
from information@cwam.org.uk. If you’re not sure if you have
already filled in a gift aid form, we will be able to tell you.
An example of how we use your Gift Aid money is the recent
purchase of 40 of the latest issue of Motorcycle Roadcraft books for
our observers to assist in the delivery of outstanding training.

Let off the hook
On 13th April Kim McGuinness, Northumbria’s Police and Crime Commissioner, called for all
motorbikes to be fitted with tracker devices so their whereabouts and speed could be
monitored. She said this tough approach was necessary to prevent thefts and anti-social
behaviour.

Quite right too. Motorcyclists have slipped under the moral outrage radar for too long, in fact,
since the demonisation of the ton-up-café-racers and rockers resulted in the scapegoating of
motorcyclists nearly 60 years ago. They’ve had it too easy for too
long. The demographics of motorcycle ownership have changed
over the years

and what society now faces is the threat of an

ageing biker population with deteriorating reaction times and
eyesight, riding more powerful machines. The Orwellian measures
suggested in Northumbria are certainly not out of place. Thankfully
the youngsters who need to let off a bit of steam and enjoy some
harmless

fun,

wheelieing

down

suburban

streets,

skittling

pedestrians off the pavement and off-roading in parkland, will be unaffected by such
legislation. It is, to say the least, unfortunate that within two days, following lobbying from
interested parties, Ms McGuinness had diluted her proposals to homeopathic proportions.
Whilst I’m on a roll I would prefer that the automated lane-keeping systems (ALKS) used in
these new fangled, misnamed ‘self-driving cars’ was
replaced by Use The Empty Left Hand Lane You Idiot
technology. I am fed up with crossing the full width of
the carriageway and back again to overtake slow middle
lane hoggers on the M40. Even the ALKS publicity photo
(right) shows the driver clearly ignoring the empty inside
lane thereby condoning the abhorrent practice. A few
less

police

investigating

OCGs

and

a

few

more

concentrating their efforts on enforcing lane discipline
are long overdue.

IAM RoadSmart News
As usual the latest IAM RoadSmart News is here,

their tips and blogs are here and their

Facebook page is here. News contains details of IAMRS Skills Days and reports on Smart
Motorways. One of their blogs tells you how to pass a horse which sounds extremely
uncomfortable .

Lucky 13
We are publishing a series of cartoons illustrating the trials and tribulations of biking as
suggested by Paul Harris. Sit back and enjoy.

CWAM Events in May
They’ve been a long time coming but there are some events in the Diary for May.

Sun 9th

CWAM Club Sunday

Long Itch Diner, CV47 9QZ

9am – 10am
Wed 19th

Rideout

9:30am – 1pm

possibly both. Nick Lilley leads a rideout Warwick Bypass, CV35 8HA

to

Northleach

or

Bibury

or Starbucks, Southbound A46,

for six, heading south - details tbc.
Sun 23rd

CWAM Club Sunday

Long Itch Diner, CV47 9QZ

9am – 10am
Sun 30th

Proposed Rideout. Please contact John TBA
Chivers if you would like to lead a CWAM
rideout.

For all future events check out the Diary page.
If anyone has news to share, tips to pass on, pictures for the gallery or items for sale please
mail me (newsletter@cwam.org.uk).
Your website - your news - your contributions!
To unsubscribe from the CWAM Newsletter please click here

