
 

 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A few words from CWAM Chair Ian Collard 
 

As we approach the end of what has to be one of the hardest and strangest 

years the group has had to contend with, we currently find ourselves locked 

down and unable to operate in any meaningful way, and now it's snowing!! 

We were able to operate on a limited basis during the summer/autumn with 

Sparrow Hall and Long Itch' Diner, among others, becoming our default 

meeting places in the absence of the Jag' Club. We even managed 20 test 

passes which, all things considered, is an exceptional feat. There were a 

number of Social Rides to places far and wide, all adhering to the "Rule of 6" 

and booked on a purpose-built system that worked a treat and kept everyone 

wishing to be involved fully informed. 

We've missed our Social Events and Nights, although we did have a couple of 

Zoom evenings that went down well and our thanks to John Chivers and Roger 

Barratt for stepping up to the plate for those. 

A huge amount of work has gone into keeping things going and thanks go to 

Nick Lilley for compiling the Newsletter and keeping it up to its usual high 

standard, Mark Ford and Andy Spencer for keeping the recruitment and 

training going and John Chivers for all his work organising and managing the 
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Congratulations to 

Gez Treanor 

who was awarded a F1RST when he recently 

passed the advanced test. 

 



 

 

Social Rides. Also, the unsung heroes of the year, the Observers who've been 

out in some pretty challenging conditions, sometimes without even the usual 

coffee and bacon butty, keeping their associate's standards up. And to 

everyone that led one of our social rides which helped members sanity 

immensely. 

Fingers crossed, next year will see plenty of activity return when we will 

resume the celebrations for the groups 25th Anniversary and we will get all of 

the usual social activities back up and running. 

It doesn't perhaps look like it at the moment but there is plenty to look 

forward to in 2021 and as soon as we can, we will be out and about again. 

Happy New Year and best wishes for 2021. 

Ian 
 
 

How do you ride a bike in snow? 
 

The answer is of course, very carefully. Probably only the most confident 

amongst us would knowingly venture out onto snow covered roads, but at this 

time of year there is always the off chance of being unwittingly caught out 

whilst on a journey. That being the case and as usual having little knowledge of 

the topic I have plagiarised (but not copied and pasted so we should be OK 

legally) a comprehensive guide written by Simon Hancocks from the Visor 

Down website. 

Although it’s a fallacy that Eskimos have 50 words for snow, it is documented 

that Scots have an incredible 421 words for the white stuff, so it is safe to 

assume there is more than one type of 

snow. In this particular case three. 

1) Virgin snow  

If there are no tyre tracks, with the 

pristine snow smooth and crunchy 

under foot and the road edges and 

street furniture visible, it’s arguably the 

https://www.visordown.com/features/advanced-riding/top-tips-how-ride-snow
https://www.visordown.com/features/advanced-riding/top-tips-how-ride-snow


 

 

best type of snow to ride on. The snow will be compacted as you ride over it 

filling your tread. This will supposedly give you more grip than riding on 

compressed snow and create a groove for your wheels.  

2) Packed snow 

If the road has already been used by traffic and there are clear tyre tracks, the 

obvious choice might be to follow these tracks in the manner of Wenceslas’ 

page. This is not necessarily the best 

option since the tracks may be as 

slippery as a school playground slide 

(which are probably illegal now) and you 

may get stuck in the groove as Ambrose’s 

Spyker did in Genevieve. It’s suggested 

that the better alternative is to head for 

fresh snow in the centre of the road but 

this is where Visor Down and I part 

company for the centre of the road is fraught with danger from oncoming 

vehicles, and indecisive politicians. 

3) Slush 

As well as being aesthetically disagreeable, dirty grey slush is 

mucky and can hide the bikers arch-enemy, black ice.  Even if 

the road has been gritted, advance with care. Worst of all, you’ll 

have to hose your bike down when you get home to dislodge 

the corrosive gunk the council spreads on the road. The perfect 

end to an imperfect day? Definitely not! 

The right clobber   

It goes without saying, a warm, dry biker is a happy biker. Layers, layers and 

yet more layers as Andy Spencer would say. You may resemble the Michelin 

Man but when did you last see the Michelin Man shivering?  Your warmest 

gear without impeding movement is the order of the day. Heated grips, vests 

and jackets earn their money on days like this. A buff or balaclava under your 



 

 

helmet will stop your brain freezing and a pinlock or breath guard will aid 

visibility. Wrap up tight to minimise drafts. I was given a ‘wind block top’, made 

of weird stretchy material, a few years ago. It was a snug fit and struggling into 

it was akin to kitting up to go diving with Hans and Lotte Hass. I was really 

disappointed the first time I wore it, I was freezing. But then I tucked it into my 

trousers - no mistral like drafts and I was as warm as a butter-melting crumpet 

if not equally appealing.  

The right gear 

Ideally you should use the highest gear possible to restrain the power and 

torque of the engine. You can also select a ‘rain’ mode or similar if your bike 

has the technology. It’s preferable to pull off in second using low revs with a 

gentle clutch hand.  

In the saddle 

Stay in as relaxed position as you can, sitting with loose shoulders and bent 

elbows to optimise control. Easier said than done when you’re tense as a 

maiden aunt watching Psycho and longing for dry tarmac and sunny days. Look 

ahead and decide where you want to go, sudden changes in direction lead to 

disaster. 

Know where you’re going and keep calm 

This doesn’t just mean your ultimate destination although you should know 

the route you intend to take. Look ahead and 

consider where you want your bike to be 

positioned in the immediate future,  last-minute 

changes of direction are not advisable when 

riding on any kind of snow. You should never be 

in a hurry, approach a bend or corner at the 

speed you wish to negotiate the curve and don’t be afraid to have your legs 

out ready, looking cool is no consolation when you’re picking sludge out of 

your nostrils. Control and smooth are the important words; the merest touch 

of the brakes or over enthusiastic acceleration can lead to a spectacular display 



 

 

– think luge or Cresta Run. Allow a minimum of twice the stopping distance 

you would in the wet and start gentle braking twice as early. 

Tyres 

My Canadian cousin has ‘Finnish’ tyres for the winter but let’s face it, the tyres 

on our bikes are the tyres on our bikes year round so you’re stuck with what 

you’ve got. We will not be swapping to studs. 

Quickshifter  

Visor Down advises clutch-shifting as normal as they talk about  quickshifter’s 

having a “mechanical brutality”, I wouldn’t know but I’d guess they ride a 

Ducati (probably a red one).  

At the end of the day 

Everything will take longer, don’t hurry, stay calm, see, be seen and good luck. 

 

Travelling abroad after 1/1/21 – what you need to know 

Those nice people at AA sent me their ideas about what I'd need to do if I went 

travelling in Europe, as if I'd dare show my face sur le continent ever again. 

Nevertheless, I'll pass on their notes although undoubtedly things will change 

as they are wont to do. It’s likely that from 1 January 2021 you’ll need a Green 

Card, and possibly an International Driving Permit.  

Where do I need a Green Card? 

You already need a Green Card when driving in some countries but after 1st Jan 

the following have been added to the list -  

Andorra, Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Croatia, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, 

Finland, France, Germany, Gibraltar, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Eire, Italy, 

Latvia, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Monaco, Netherlands, 

Norway, Poland, Portugal, Republic of Cyprus, Republic of Ireland, Romania, 

San Marino, Serbia, Slovak Republic, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden and Switzerland. 

Getting a Green Card from your insurer 

A Green Card is proof that you have vehicle insurance when driving abroad. 

Contact your insurer to get one for your vehicle. They’ll either: 



 

 

• Post you a green card - allow up to six weeks 

• Tell you how to download a green card to print yourself 

 

You will need to carry extra Green Cards if: 

• You’re towing a trailer or caravan (one for the towing vehicle and one 

for the trailer or caravan) 

• You have two insurance policies covering your trip (one card for each 

policy) 

• You have multi-car or fleet insurance (one for each vehicle on the policy) 

Showing your Green Card when driving abroad 

You must show your Green Card if you’re involved in an accident. 

You may have to show your Green Card: 

• At the border when moving between countries 

• If you’re stopped by the police 

Do I need an International Driving Permit too? 

If you have an old paper licence you will also need an International Driving 

Permit to carry with your UK driving licence. Depending on which countries 

you’re visiting, you may need more than one. You can apply for one at your 

local Post Office. 

Conclusion 

I wouldn’t put too much faith in the above, at the time of writing things still 

appear to be in a pitiable state of flux. You’re better off consulting 

https://www.gov.uk/vehicle-insurance/driving-abroad although having 

looked at it, there are still a lot of 'may this’ and ‘may that' rather than 

definitive statements. This will undoubtedly improve! 

 

Lies, damned lies, fake news and statistics  
 

Fed up with ludicrously biased newspapers and ridiculous social media, 

sometime ago I signed up for the Office of National Statistics email updates 

which together with the BBC Reality Check facility offer some semblance of 

https://www.gov.uk/vehicle-insurance/driving-abroad


 

 

accuracy and some genuine insights on the 

World in which we live. This week, the Ministry 

of Transport published their Transport Statistics 

for GB 2020 which provides a plethora of 

statistics and graphics here including the fact 

that 31% of sea passengers travelled internationally and  on average people 

made 953 trips using a combination of different modes of transport in 2019. If 

there’s nothing on TV tonight, give it a whirl – fascinating stuff if you’re that 

way inclined. 

 

 

IAM RoadSmart News 
 

As usual the latest IAM RoadSmart News is here,  their blogs are here and their 

Facebook page is here. The enormous hidden costs incurred if you are caught 

over the limit are explained in one of the news items and unsurprisingly their 

blog has stuff about cold weather although, modesty aside, it’s not as 

pertinent as last month’s article or the above item for bikers. 

 
 

Paul Owen – Still living it up in Thailand 
 
Paul Owen writes 

I completed a long motorbike ride, but had to get a different bike, a Suzuki V 

Strom 650 which is nice but very yellow. Unfortunately I could only get third-

party insurance so my fingers were crossed. 

   

My ride was up to Udon Thani which is in Isan, the north east of the country, 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/945829/tsgb-2020.pdf?fbclid=IwAR0k7ATQuIN2mJjZlSxkb0efLdRiNyIxpxGq2ImP8IpKhf1jDeeVOzB3I40
https://www.iamroadsmart.com/media-and-policy/newsroom/press-releases
https://www.iamroadsmart.com/media-and-policy/news-and-insights/blogpostlist/-in-category/blog-posts-classifications/advice
https://www.facebook.com/IAMRoadSmart/


 

 

for four days. It’s like riding from Coventry to Aberdeen with no motorways, in 

35° of heat. On day two we visited a really interesting Ex-American military 

camp, where thousands of Americans were stationed during the Vietnam war 

to assist in listening for intelligence et cetera, absolutely fascinating. The Thai 

army personally showed us around the site which is called Ramasun Station. 

There’s five of us in the group, 3 Aussies and two English guys, what could 

possibly go wrong.  The following day we went to a new sky bridge which was 

near the border of Laos at Chang Khong, it had a nice Buddha as well.  

 In all the photos that’s the country of Laos (the most bombed country in the 

world from the Vietnam war) you can see.  

There are still people just coming over in small boats, as they have done for 

years as there is no official border control at that point. A lot of the Thais were 

very nervous about walking on the glass bridge. I helped by going behind them 

and shouted boo - Hey Ho, English sense of humour. 

We then stopped at Loei a small Thai town. The trip was just under 1000 miles 

challenging but good. The Suzuki 650 V Strom was perfect for Thailand. I then 

went on an adventurous three day Railway trip right 

down to Su-ngai Kolak the last stop on the train line. It’s 

1 mile from Malaysia (3 day journey), it’s a Muslim area 

in dispute with Thailand so there were about 20 fully 

armed Thai soldiers on the train. The train is very 

interesting, and very basic - when you walk along when 

the train is going the side doors are fully open and you can step off at whatever 

 
 

 



 

 

speed we happened to be doing. I don’t think they have quite got the health 

and safety the same here when you stop at some of the stations all the street 

vendors approach the train which is interesting. I ate some nice food.  

   

My train compartment which I have included a photo of, was very basic to say 

the least but that was first class, and I spent 2 overnights on the train. 

I got to Bangkok (as photos show the track is next to shacks and people). At 

06.30 made my way to river and took a ferry which cost 50p and just stayed on 

it for a few hours before I met my friend Nick, who lives Bangkok, for lunch.  

Then back on the train, where I was the only westerner travelling.  

When I arrived at my destination it was strange, there was a real high level of 

security with armed cars, stop checks everywhere and a serious amount of 

military with automatic weapons but reading the extract below I can now 

understand : An article in the Bangkok Post reported a total of 6,543 deaths 

and 11,919 injuries from 2004 until the end of 2015, with an estimated 15,374 

“insurgency-related” incidents occurring during the same period. From 2016 to 

 
 



 

 

November 2017, 160 more people have died. Location: Southern Thailand 

(Songkhla, Pattani, Yala).  

  
 

I knew this was a place the UK Home Office advised against travel to, my 

insurance didn’t cover me, so I decided not to stay too long. It was a decent 

night there with no problems but quiet apart from the very loud prayers from 

the mosques at 0400hrs. 

The next day the only way I could find to leave was to pay someone to drive 

me. The guy who turned up was a young man wearing a baseball cap 

backwards and driving a very  tricked up 4x4. 

   

I thought, it’s just my ageing stereotypes he’ll be okay..... he wasn’t okay! He 

drove like he stole it but was pretty good, made it a 5 hour drive even with lots 

of army stop checks. I got to Hat Yai, just outside the main problem area. 

Next, I’m going to get a ferry to Ko Lipe, to scuba dive. 

 
 
 
 



 

 

 

Lucky 13 

We are publishing a series of cartoons illustrating the trials and tribulations of 

biking as suggested by Paul Harris. Sit back and enjoy. 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

CWAM Events in January 

  

Sadly January will be another quiet month but please keep an eye on the Events Diary 

– just in case. 

The AGM is on Wednesday 17th February at 7:30 pm. It will be facilitated by Zoom and 

details will be issued in the New Year. Please join us. 

 

A very happy and healthy New Year 

to every one of you and your families. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 

 
 

For all future events check out the Diary page. 

If anyone has news to share, tips to pass on, pictures for the gallery or items for sale 

please mail me (newsletter@cwam.org.uk ). 

Your website - your news - your contributions! 

To unsubscribe from the CWAM Newsletter please click here 

 

December is traditionally a quiet month although in 2019 we managed a 

morning ride out to the Flag & Whistle Cafe in Toddington and two CWAM 

Club Sundays; remember those? 2020, no such luck although the tenacity of 

our associates was vividly demonstrated by Gez Treanor who travelled to a 

tier 2 location to take his test bringing our total test passes to the pleasing 

round figure of twenty for the year.  

We have to be optimistic and trust that with the roll out of the vaccination 

programme and the hope of warmer weather only a few months away, the 

full panoply of CWAM events will brighten our lives once again.   

https://cwam.org.uk/eventsdiary2019/
mailto:newsletter@cwam.org.uk
mailto:newsletter@cwam.org.uk?subject=Remove%20addressee%20from%20CWAM%20Mailing%20List.%20Initiated%20from%20Newsletter.

