Congratulations to

Angela Britton , Bails Callum-Peglar
& Dermot Lynch
who recently passed the advanced test

Certificate Presentations
In these challenging times and in the absence
of Clubs Nights, the Long Itch Diner was as
good a place as any for Jason Whitwell to
receive his F1RST test pass certificate from
his Observer Mike Trzcinski. Very well done to
both, an excellent result.

On a dark autumnal evening and with due consideration
to the distancing rules, Digby Carrington-howell, nicely
demonstrating

the

effectiveness

of

hi-viz

vests,

presented his Associate John Miller with his test pass
certificate.

Testimonials
Jason’s and John’s achievements are a timely reminder, if one were needed, of the
magnificent work our talented observers do. When IAMRoadSmart decreed that associate
training could recommence within defined boundaries back in June, CWAM’s training team
leapt into action. It wasn’t long before our observers, fired with their customary enthusiasm
had our 46 associates back on the road heading towards safer riding. Within no time we had
several

passes

including

two

F1RSTs.

Concurrently

our

observers dealt with the backlog of FARs (Free Assessment
Rides) that had accumulated during lockdown; I know of at
least 12 that were completed. As usual, many of the FARs
resulted in new CWAM memberships. I say as usual because I
have been inundated with flattering responses from the
participants. CWAM is recognised as being one of the top
groups within IAMRoadSmart and this is due to our excellent training team, our rapid response
membership secretary and our team of observers who continue to not only give substantial
chunks of their time freely but also excel in what they do. Take a look at the testimonials page
and feel proud.

September trips
September saw CWAM making the most
of late summer with a couple of Sunday
rides led by John Chivers to Abbots
Bromley and the Lincolnshire Riviera. The
Abbots Bromley riders enjoyed not only a
fine day but also the break at High Ash
Farm café
Later in the month CWAM enjoyed its
first day-long rideout for some time.
The forecast had been for rain in
Cleethorpes, but the only bit of rain
encountered was a bit of damp road
south of Lincoln.
The photo shows the brief stop at
Whisby Lake on the return leg which
was completed around 16:30.
Such was its popularity that Roger Barratt repeated his First-Wednesday-of-the-Month rideout

to The Old Mill Café in Chipping Norton the following Wednesday. Remarkably, even when he’s
not in the photo Roger Barratt’s red Ducati manages to get tagged.

Geoff Brown’s unofficial ride to
Sallies by British Camp didn’t
quite go to plan with his SatNav having a mind of its own
but

it

takes

more

than

wayward tech to spoil a trip.

And finally on the last day of the
month we ignored the rain to
meet at Starbucks and were
rewarded by a fairly dry 80 mile
ride.

So,

all

in

all,

despite

restrictions, a good proportion of
the group managed at least one
rideout during the month.

Portugal – via Whitby!
Mike Searle writes:Like most things this year, our hours of planning for a trip to Spain on the Santander Ferry
and onward through the Pico’s to Porto via the N222/Douro valley was somewhat disrupted.
Firstly Portugal was off limits so we re-arranged to travel Northern/Central Spain and then
……… the rest is history.
So not to be beaten by CV-19 our
magnificent

7

decided

the

North

Yorkshire Moors could run the 30 degree
temperatures in Southern Europe a close
second. A hastily booked B+B in Whitby
was arranged (more of that later) and routes were planned for our group of Andy/Angela
Johnson, Dave Burrows, Dave/Lucy Kimberly and Allison and myself.

We headed off on a Sunny Tuesday afternoon for a leisurely route to Whitby, skirting
Leicester/Newark/Gainsborough/Goole and York – Lunch provided a challenge as Dave was
contacted on route to say that the restaurant we had booked could no longer fit us in – either
they smelt bikes or a poor reflection on Yorkshire hospitality? Finally, we entered the North
Yorkshire Moors at Pickering and travelled across to Whitby with the stunning views as you
drop down into the town. Now back to the B+B, it turns
out the proprietor now only does B! Hey Ho plenty of
cafes nearby for breakfast. Secondly he had garage
parking (always a plus) what it did not say on the
booking.com site is that the back road to his garage had
a gradient similar to Alpe D’Huez and at 90 degrees to
the garage door – getting 4 bikes in on the 1st night
provided a challenge to say the least.
Whitby itself is a pleasant seaside town and provided enough evening entertainment for our
stay. The only thing I would say is you might go hungry if you are allergic to fish and chips!
The main ride of the ‘tour’ was a full exploration of the moors, we took in some very beautiful
towns/villages, ones that stand out included Helmsley/Great Ayton/Hutton-le-Hole, views and
roads were generally outstanding and thankfully the weather was dry and warm (although not
quite Spanish!). The picture of my GS covered in extinct wildlife was taken as there was a
Hitler Impersonator in Helmsley patrolling the carpark who
insisted on 4 bikes all having a ticket despite only occupying
one space!
For the ride home we did our best Red Arrows impersonation
with

everyone

having different destinations and

despite

leaving together we had split up within the 1st few miles. From
my perspective, the final ride back across the Moors proved
interesting in a gale with driving rain for 30 miles or so – great
fun on a GS with full luggage and the wife on the back. We did
manage to travel through the Howardian Hills AONB and past
Castle Howard before hitting the A1/A46 for the quick route
home.
All in all, an area I have never ridden and really glad we did. Roll on next year and the reorganised Span/Portugal trip (or maybe not Mr Prime minister?).
---------------------------------------------

Some Good News at last
Do not condemn IAM RoadSmart just because it has an AGM resolution to raise the annual
subscription. IAMRS is a charity promoting road safety and has a presence on many quangos
concerned with the future of transport which I’m sure do sterling work. You may not agree
with everything they support but then you probably don’t agree with everything the political
party you voted for does. You may find it hard to work out where the charitable arm ends and

its commercial interests begin, I know I do. But, generally speaking they are the voice of
reason for the responsible road user and need our support.
CWAM is also a road safety charity but it is run by volunteers and targets the local community,
not only driving road safety standards onward in a very practical sense but also delivering a
social facet for its members. At least it normally does. In our 25th anniversary year although
we have done our best, we have not fulfilled all the plans we had in the pipeline to make this a
memorable year. With this in mind, the committee has unanimously voted to reduce the
annual subscription to CWAM for 2021 to just £5. As usual with these sorts of offers there is
some small print, in this instance the subscription must be paid by 28th February otherwise the
full £15 will be due.

Good Rides Out
Is it rideout, ride-out or ride out? Such is the simplicity of my life that this question is the only
problem that has taxed me over recent months. I’ve seen all three used. One dictionary
definition of ride out is ‘to endure successfully; survive (esp in the phrase ride out the storm)’.
Now, although this could apply to one rideout I’ve been on, it’s not a description I would use
for any CWAM rideouts. There’s a book called Ride Out!, and there are odd instances on the
net but I’ve disqualified it on the definition alone. Hyphenated ride-out appears infrequently
and Motorcycle News most commonly uses rideout so what’s good enough for them is good
enough for me.
And whilst on the topic of rideouts, if the crossing the Channel proves too arduous there are
10 quite good ideas for short tours in GB on Bennett’s website here. Let’s face it, for most of
us, unless you obscure your number plate (an antisocial and illegal action I am neither
suggesting nor condoning) and travel overnight, dingy
Dover is the best part of 3 hours away on boring
motorways. Living in the centre of England as we do, we
can be more or less anywhere in the country in that
time.
One route that appealed to me because I’ve more or less travelled it, was along the North
Devon Coast between Woolacombe and Bridgewater. For some reason they start in
Woolocombe which is OK if you live in Cornwall but makes little sense for the rest of the
country. Certainly, they are right about taking the back roads west of Lynmouth, the road
nearer the coast through Martinhoe and Heddons Mouth and beyond are worth the detour if
you’ve time. It’s over 100 miles from my house to Bridgewater so to do it justice it’s more
than a day trip. Certainly one for the to do list in 2021 and a cracking short break if you
continue, taking the less-travelled coast roads down to Lands End.

IAM RoadSmart News
As usual the latest IAM RoadSmart News is here, their blogs are here and their Facebook page
is here.

Lucky 13
We will be publishing a series of cartoons illustrating the trials and tribulations of biking as
suggested by Paul Harris over the coming 13 months. Sit back and enjoy.

The perennial problem
I know this is a repeat of last month’s item but with only one planned rideout in October, it
bears repetition. We try to run rideouts on alternate Sundays but now CWAM Club Sundays
have been suspended there is no reason why we shouldn’t run them every Sunday, or, come
to that, any other day of the week. Why don’t we? Because we are short of rideout leaders.
Leading is not hard, put simply; you ride in front of the group and have a vague idea of where
you’re headed. Please contact John Chivers (via newsletter@cwam.org.uk) if you are at all
interested and let him persuade you that not only will you be contributing to the success of
the group but probably enhancing your standing with fellow CWAMs.

CWAM Events in October
Details will our events will always be in the CWAM Events Diary and more often than not
emailed to you. Always check our Facebook page for unofficial rideouts.
Wednesday, 7th October, 9:00 – 13:00
Steam’s up at Rothley Station
Meet at Caffè Nero, Elliots Field Retail Park, Rugby, CV21 1SR to leave at 9.30am.
Roger Barratt leads on a 90 mile circular route along some lovely Leicestershire lanes to
Rothley Station
This is a rideout for CWAM members and associates only.
Attendance at CWAM rideouts is still by Eventbrite ticket only. Booking details will be emailed
out in good time.

For all future events check out the Diary page.
If anyone has news to share, tips to pass on, pictures for the gallery or items for sale
please mail me (newsletter@cwam.org.uk ).
Your website - your news - your contributions!
To unsubscribe from the CWAM Newsletter please click here

