Newsletter April 2020
Just when you thought it couldn’t get any worse Welcome to the April newsletter.
March Club Night
Another spectacular night for award presentations, four test passes which included three, yes three
F1RSTs; Alex Turner, Luke Chandler and Julian Brown.

Alex Turner with Andy Duncombe

Luke Chandler with Digby Carrington-howell

Julian Brown with Roger Barratt

Gavin Knight with Martin Williams

Ian Collard writes:- After the presentation of the test certificates, Mark Lamplough from Bike Tours for
the Wounded and BC Motorcycle Tours, spoke about the conflicts and injuries that military personnel
suffer and how and where they are treated. Giving us insights into the war zones, how casualties are
recovered, the hospitals where their recuperation begins and how they “qualify” for the trips.
After the break Mark told us about the tours that are offered by BT4TW; the Wild West and Route 66 in
America and the Lands End to John O’Groats in the UK. The riders pay their own way to take an ex
military person as a pillion and Mark told us all how they go about giving a trip of a lifetime to those
that have given so much. This proved a truly exhilarating and heartwarming evening about a service
run entirely from donations.
Another interesting Club Night.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

A message from the Chairman
Well at this time of year as the temperature starts to rise we should be
thinking about getting out and enjoying our bikes. Unfortunately in the midst
of the current crisis we aren't allowed out much and all Club activities are
postponed. However if we all do as we're told hopefully we can all start
getting out again soon and there's no reason to write-off the whole summer.
In the meantime let's use our time wisely, let's not neglect our bikes, let's
clean and maintain them ready for the off. And why not be thinking about
places to go and share them with the rest of us. We could also be spending some time reading up on
Advanced Riding and IPSGA if we're feeling particularly studious.
This is the Club's 25th Anniversary and once lock down is lifted we have a number of events, social
nights and ride-outs planned along with a couple of top drawer commemorative items to help us
celebrate.
So plenty to look forward to.
Keep well all.
Ian
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

I am negligent, last month I forgot to mention Mel
Thu, who made the scrumptious cakes at the AGM
in February and raised £50 for the excellent Blood
Bikers, the volunteer motorcycle rapid responders.
They

transport

anything

from

whole

blood,

platelets, plasma, serum, surgical instruments to
patient’s notes, X-rays, Human donor milk and
MRI scans. But you don’t have to buy cake to
contribute to their important work; click here go
to their Virgin MoneyGiving page.

Roger’s Rideout
Roger’s welcome return from the land of the long white cloud heralded another highly enjoyable
midweek rideout; this time to the Super Sausage in Towcester. Continuing RR’s good fortune with the
weather, we ran for the most part
on dry roads and it was just about
warm enough to sit outside on the
café’s terrace. It was a toss up
whether the diesel scented zephyr
drifting across the car park from the
A5 or the heavy odour of fried food
would prevail, in the end it was
academic as we moved on before
rigor set in. Roger warned us about
the state of the roads in Northants
and sure enough, like the sheets on
a rapidly vacated bed, their surface
was somewhat rumpled, but forewarned is forearmed and we bumped our happy way back to the
ironed-smooth roads of Warwickshire. Ride leaders often worry about repeating routes but it is a
pointless pursuit, there’s always a new pothole to avoid or road unexpectedly closed, it’s never the
same twice. True to form, our leader impeccably timed our return to the Long Itch before the forecast
rain. Let’s hope it’s not too long before the next midweek rideout.
Super Sausage may be recruiting chefs and front of house staff but looking at these applicants they’re
going to be sorely disappointed.
----------------------------------------------------------------

Market Harborough
Unluckily for me I was unable to go on John Chivers’ popular rideout to Market Harborough on March 8
so I’ve cheated and copied from Facebook, who’s going to notice?
CWAM hit Market Harborough just before a heavy shower did! The attendees gathered outside the
iconic Old Grammar School for the obligatory picture. Built in 1614, using funds donated by a local
benefactor, Robert Smyth it is often described as the jewel in the crown of the town. Originally used as
a school to educate poor boys, the
building continued as such until 1908.
Refurbished in 2014 the building is now
used as a community venue.
Happily Dawn knew

an

amazing ice

cream place. John thanked all who went
along, especially Chris for tail-ending,
Ian

for

middle-ending

(to

keep

the

comms together) and Martin for taking
second position to demonstrate good
staggering technique.

Things went a bit awry on the return leg and the group got split up. One rider went down the Fosse,
signalling as he branched off and another followed as he was also going home that way, unfortunately
riders behind thought that was the official route and it took a mile or so to sort things out. There is a
remedy to this sort of shambolic debacle if you read the new improved Social Ride Guide – see below.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Cast caution to the wind
Once the current dilemma is all over, you may feel the overwhelming urge to cast off the shackles of
lockdown and take flight. The following may just inspire you to
go that little bit further.
We all know about McGregor & Boorman but not many of us
have heard of the duo’s inspiration, Ted Simon. Simon, a
successful journalist, convinced the Sunday Times to sponsor a
round the World trip and in 1973, at the age of 42 he set off
from London. His bike, a 500cc Triumph Tiger, carried him on a
64000 mile, 4 year journey through 45 countries.
His book, Jupiter's Travels tells of his travels, the extremes of
utter despair and unimaginable joy. Breakdowns, revolutions,
war, a spell in prison, and a Californian commune all played
their part in his adventure. He was treated as a spy, a god, a welcome stranger and unsurprisingly, a
curiosity. His extraordinary trip is pure inspiration to bikers, in fact McGregor & Boorman arranged to
meet with him in Mongolia on their 2004 journey.
In 2001, Simon, then approaching 70, started a new trip. He followed a similar route to his 1973 trip,
this time on a modified BMW R80GS and finished in just three years. In his book, Dreaming of Jupiter,
he explains that much had changed. He reflects on the increased poverty, political upheavals,
environmental issues as well as the changes in himself. The overall positive message is that even at 70
you can have an adventure. You still have the capacity to be surprised and excited by what you discover
about the World and yourself along the way.
But don’t think circumnavigation is the sole preserve of the male, Elspeth Beard began her round the
world journey in 1982, on a 1974 BMW R60/6. As
she had previously crossed the US with her
brother, she decided to start her journey in New
York. From there she motorcycled to Canada and
Mexico before shipping her bike to Sydney.
In Sydney, she made her own lockable hard
luggage out of aluminium sheets. In Queensland,
she had an accident which left her hospitalised for
two weeks.

She spent 6 weeks in Singapore,

replacing stolen documents and gear. In Thailand,
she collided with a dog, and recuperated with a
local family who fed her the remains of the dog that she had crashed into. Travel in India proved

difficult after the storming of the Sikhs' Golden Temple in Amritsar but eventually she rode through the
Punjab into Pakistan before returning to Europe via Turkey. She arrived back home in 1984, having
travelled 35,000 miles and becoming the first Englishwoman to motorcycle around the world. "After I
got back and nobody was interested in what I'd done, I just shoved everything into the back of the
garage. I just kind of moved on with my life." It wasn’t until 2017 that Lone Rider was published. If you
don’t want to read the book, take a look at her website https://www.elspethbeard.com/travels. If you
don’t have time for anything else spend 3 minutes looking at https://youtu.be/7O4Xp6Qndfw you
won’t be wasting your time.
--------------------------------------------

New Social Ride Guide
John Chivers our new Social Ride Coordinator has produced an enhanced
guide for those wishing to attend our rideouts. It is straightforward with clear
illustrations and covers all aspects attendees are likely to encounter. It is on
the Rideouts page of the website or you can go directly to it at
https://cwamorguk.files.wordpress.com/2020/03/social-ride-guidancedocument-2020-revision.pdf . Members should familarise themselves with the
guide before joining a rideout. Later in the year we will be running more group riding sessions.

Whos who on the CWAM Committee
There are some new faces on the committee. To ensure you know who to blame I thought it a good
opportunity to introduce us.
If you want to contact us by email the following list will be useful.

Ian Collard

Chairman

chair@cwam.org.uk

Mark Ford

Anything to do with membership

information@cwam.org.uk

Nick Lilley

Website, newsletter, general stuff

newsletter@cwam.org.uk

Mark Lunt

Data and privacy issues

data@cwam.org.uk

Andy Spencer

Everything about training

training@cwam.org.uk

And now the rogues gallery

I was worried Chris Thompson’s photo didn’t meet normal photofit criteria so
here’s a close up. He’s pretty confident this close up of his boyish good looks will
produce a surge in membership and the editor can only apologise that the photo
appears so late in the newsletter: it should obviously be on page 3.

CWAM Club Sundays

Club Sundays continue to attract new members and riders coming for taster sessions even in the
winter. On a bright, sunny March 1st I led an unexpectedly large group around Edgehill to the café in
Wellesbourne. Two weeks later Chris Thompson, to the joy of many of the group, finished up at the
BMW Motorrad in Cheltenham. Club Sundays have become an indispensable part of the CWAM calendar
it’s hard to realise that once upon a time Sunday’s were just for observers and their associates.
-------------------------------------------------

IAM RoadSmart News
As usual the latest IAM RoadSmart News is here, their blogs are here and their Facebook
page is here
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

CWAM Events in APRIL – Sadly there are none but we look
forward to brighter days and will keep you fully informed.
Thai Travels
Paul Owen, our much travelled Far East correspondent who makes me feel like a yokel who
hasn’t strayed beyond the parish boundary, has filed his latest report.
I’ve been very busy since my last email. I went over to Perth in Australia for an excellent family
wedding in a vineyard.

I also went to the National drag racing championship near Perth with some of the fastest cars
and bikes in the world. Extremely loud, earplugs were definitely a bonus, but entertaining.
It was a good trip to Australia, apart from some unusually stormy freak weather for this time of
year, and getting rear-ended while I was stationary at traffic lights. No injuries thankfully, but
there was some damage to my hire car to sort out. On the plus side, at least I got to the
wedding - my father-in-law, who had travelled there from the UK unfortunately ended up in
hospital with appendicitis and missed it! I did have a go on a Triumph 1700 as seen in the
photo!

On my return to Thailand, at Chiang Mai airport, because I had passed through Singapore there
was a full check for the virus. This included being made to wear a mask, wash hands and a
temperature check by people with full chemical bodysuits as per the photo.

I also visited a friend in his condo, where I saw those workmen painting the outside of the
multi-storey building - no harnesses, no nothing, the photo doesn’t really capture it, but just
highlights the unique take on health and safety over here.
I was invited to a party at the local Hells Angels bar a busy night,
good fun had by all!
I also went to a local Thai open-air free concert which was different;
they only played Thai music, at an extremely loud volume! There
was lots of drink, lots of partying and dancing on the stage like there
was no tomorrow – yes, I even joined in with the dancing on stage, I
was the only westerner there, so I stood out a bit.
I then went on a very long ride to Udon Thani which is in the north
east of Thailand. I rode on my own on the Triumph Street triple RS.
It was just over 300 miles which in Thailand is a long way because
there is no motorway, the temperature was well over 100° all the time and not cooler as you
rode the bike so it’s really difficult to hydrate enough almost constantly have to stop and drink. I

got stopped and checked by the police for my driving license they took quite a few photos of me
and my licence so only fair I took some photos of them
I then met my friends at the bar for a well deserved beer having
ridden loads of superb roads and seen some great views.
The air pollution at the moment is really bad over here reaching up to
475 (deemed hazardous) in England normally below 50 so you need
to be careful what you do exercise wise and to wear a mask.
Safe riding, Paul.

For all future events check out the Diary page.
If anyone has news to share, tips to pass on, pictures for the gallery or items for sale
please mail me (newsletter@cwam.org.uk ).
Your website - your news - your contributions!
To unsubscribe from the CWAM Newsletter please click here

