Newsletter January 2020
Congratulations to
Ewan Moffat-Roberts

who was awarded a

F1RST

and

Steve Beard
who recently passed the advanced test

2020
After a very successful 2019 we hurtle into 2020 with our first CWAM Club Sunday on 5 th and our first
official rideout on 8th. It will come as no surprise to any of you that CWAM has been assessed by IAM
RoadSmart as being a high performing group. In fact, there are very few groups in the country that
rank as highly as we do. It is true that we have a training team that is the envy of ... well possibly not
the World but certainly of our own small sphere and we do our best to run a reasonable number of
social events and interact. However, we are not going to sit back on our saddles and saunter around
with our hands off the bars. No, we are alert and eager to forge ahead, fingers on clutch ready to flick
up a gear and take on any challenges on the A2020. So, if there’s anything you think we should be
doing but we’re not please mention it to one of the committee or mail me (newsletter@cwam.org.uk).
Our aim is to become even better but we need your help and support to achieve that end.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Local Observer presentations
With

no

Club

Night

in

December, certificates were
awarded at December’s first
Club Sunday to two of our
recently

qualified

IAM/IMI

Local Observers. Alan Sprung
was awarded his certificate
by his Training Team Mentor
Roger Barratt. Andy Spencer, on behalf of absent Mentor Simon Oatley, presented Alex Hogg with his
certificate.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Rideout to GWSR
It was good to have some new members join us on our ride to the Gloucestershire Warwickshire Steam
Railway at Toddington and I hope they weren’t put off. The run was not the norm. Believe it or not, I had
changed the route because my original idea of circumnavigating Bredon Hill was just too dangerous for a
large group after all the rain. By the time Sunday arrived, my alternative although more straightforward
transpired to be almost as challenging in parts. We headed into a bright low sun for most of the way there
which was a shame because not only could you not see where you were going but you couldn’t see much of
the attractive villages and countryside we passed. The route - Stratford, Clifford Chambers,

Milcote,

Welford, Dorsington, Barton, Honeybourne, Willersley, Broadway, Stanton,
Stanway, Greet and Toddington, was long enough to make the trip
worthwhile but short enough to end before the cold could make it
uncomfortable.
Stanway, just up the road from GWSR, is home to UKIP supporting James
Charteris, 13th Earl of Wemyss and March and the magnificent Stanway
Fountain which rises to over 300 feet. It is the tallest fountain in Britain and
said to be the highest gravity fed fountain in the World. Water plunges from a 100,000 gallon reservoir
situated on top of a hill 500 feet above. The water flows through 2 kilometres of 12 inch diameter pipe and
finally exits through a 2 inch diameter nozzle to form an amazing water spout.
The Flag & Whistle café coped reasonably well with the sudden influx of 19 of us (I had previously suggested
a number of six to ten to them) and proved quite a good stop giving us time to warm up nicely. The railway
runs from Broadway to Cheltenham racecourse but we were unlucky, probably due to poor planning by the
leader, timing our visit inbetween trains so missed the joy of witnessing the unforgettable combination of
grey smoke and white steam, the smell of burnt coal, the clanking noise of piston, wheel and rail and the
raw power belonging to a bygone age.
Ian, obviously not altogether satisfied with the factory testing of his new helmet decided to execute his own
impact test in the car park which it pleasingly passed. Equally happily remembered were the words of the
excellent Ian Kelly from Nexx; if you drop your helmet it is more than likely to be OK to use because the
inner structure hasn’t been compromised; it’s only if your head is inside it, bashing against the EPS that it’s
definitely time to get a new one.
Apart from a spell on the mucky lane through Hinchwick, the return followed reasonable roads to finish with
an amble down Bourton on the Hill and a gentle spin along the Fosse. Thanks to everyone for keeping me
company and to Ian Collard for being rear guard.

I’m always surprised when people actually turn up for my rideouts. I mean I don’t do anything special like
planning an all day marathon to far off climes but no matter the weather I’ve never been left twiddling my
thumbs, scanning the horizon for any passing biker to entrap into joining me. Which just goes to show a)
that there is an appetite within the group to ride with like-minded company and b) that anybody
(who has passed the advanced test) with minimal competence and a route in his/her head can lead. The
2020 calendar is brimming over with rideout dates in need of a leader. I know observers already give an
absurd amount of their free time to the group but there are a lot of other members who know some really
good routes, short and long, who could give a lot of us some very happy memories of a good rideout. Please
give it some thought; if you need some advice, Trev Smith is always on hand to assist you.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

CWAM Club Sunday
Club Sundays continue to be popular and it is notable that even in chilly December we are attracting
new riders who attend for assessment rides. On the second Club Sunday of the month there was a lot of
activity at the Jag but in the end there were only five of us available for a quick (and I’m talking in the
temporal sense rather than of momentum) ride out. I know I tend to repeat Stoneleigh, Honningham,
pass the Chesterton windmill to Lighthorne, Kineton, Edgehill and the Pillertons but that’s what happens
if you make someone with little imagination lead. That said there were a couple of stretches around
Fulready I hadn’t travelled for a year or so and was totally appalled in the deterioration in their
condition, although probably not as horrified as those following me and cursing under their breath.
Nevertheless, a pleasant 45 miles and the sun put in an appearance towards the end. As a note, we
passed the new Kineton café and it was heaving with parked cars and bicycles. Apart from the
Wellesbourne Café, a good alternative is the Lighthorne Pavilion Café (CV35 0AB) set on the cricket
ground. It gets very good reviews and apparently ‘serves wonderful all day breakfasts, superb coffee
and cakes’ and is open all year - Tues–Fri 7.45 am – 4.15 pm: Sat and Sun 8.00 am – 4.30 pm. Sadly I
neglected to snap the photogenic group that followed me and the newsletter is the poorer for it.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Roger’s Rideouts
This may be a partial repetition of last month’s letter but it’s impossible to say too much about Roger’s
Rideouts. These midweek daytime extravaganzas of joy and delight for those on holiday, off shift or
retired, will start at a civilised hour with a planned return in time for a late lunch. The first of these will
be on January 8th to beautiful Broadway, leaving Starbuck’s at 9:30am. Thereafter they will be on the
first Wednesday of the month. Roger has already planned circular routes to the exotic destinations of
Towcester, Buckingham & Market Harborough; the World beckons. All details are in the events diary.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Paul Owen in Thailand
Paul Owen concludes his latest trip to Thailand
Fozzy came over to visit me, so we did some bike touring. We went to Nan which is a quiet town in the
north of Thailand surrounded by fantastic roads.
We had a superb ride there; I was on a Triumph street Triple RS, Fozzy on a Bonneville. We enjoyed
riding the swooping roads over the mountains with mostly excellent road surface and very quiet.

We walked round one of the main temples which I always find a moving experience. It was a very quiet
night as it’s that kind of town.
However unfortunately on the way back the Street Triple deposited a whole load of oil all over on my
back tyre and exhaust swigging arm, which made for a few interesting moments as I was going round
some tight mountain bends. I felt the bike slide, thought probably it was dust on the road (quite common
here) but when it happened again it was time to stop and check. No way could we continue another one
of my nine lives down.
It turned out it’s a recall issue, so we had to wait for the bike to get transported back about 200 miles
away. Then I had to ride the Triumph Bonneville with Fozzy as pillion all the way back to Chaing Mai
which was interesting, but showed what a good bike it is and how flexible Fozzy is at 6 foot 3 inches.
I did another overnight ride up to Chang Rai
which was excellent. We did a ride to an
elephant camp, where we had to stop to let the
elephants cross the road then interact with
them.
Followed by bamboo rafting - no health and
safety here thank goodness.
I then rode there again with another guy called
Tim.
I was on the new 900 Bonneville, Tim on an off-road bike as he's into off-road riding. I did specifically ask
him to stay on the roads, but what did we end up doing? Off-roading of course, as per the picture

(that’s me in pic) - it is hard work at times! I did the ‘Monk chat’ at one of the temples in Chaing Mai, as
you can see in the photo. This is an interesting experience, as you talk to the monks about their daily life,
why they became monks and many other things. They like to do this, because it improves their English.
I then went drinking with some Thai friends of mine. As you can see that one guy is drinking his Thai
whiskey on his motorbike as he's leaving the bar!

I tried the Durian fruit, which is very
expensive, it smells quite appalling

but

doesn't taste too bad at all.
However apparently you’re not supposed to
drink alcohol with it as it can kill you (as I
was told when drinking my 3rd pint after
eating it !!)
I also went to a big bike show in Chaing Mai
which was really good. A lot of 1% bike
groups but free to enter and with no car parking fees - we could learn a bit in England about that.
(Note - Living the sheltered life I do, where the most heinous crime experienced is walking your dog off its leash, I
had know idea what a “1% bike group” is and had to ask Paul. The term is commonly used to describe motorcycle
clubs such as the ‘Hells Angels’, ‘Mongols’, ‘the Bandidos’, ‘Pagans’ or the ‘Outlaws’ - the other 99% of motorcycle
riders being ‘law-abiding citizens’ e.g. CWAMs.)

And

of

course

got

a

new

tattoo !! Not quite finished in
the

picture.

So

overall,

another great trip with some
unforgettable experiences. I'm
home for Christmas now but
going back in January for 3
months

(it's

tough

this

retirement lark!)
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------The CWAM AGM on Wednesday February 12th at
7:30pm in Shilton Village Hall is an important date for
your diary. It’s usually well attended and gives you a
chance to hear what we’ve achieved and learn our
expectations for the coming year. You also have the
opportunity to ask any questions and make your views known to the committee and assembled
members.
Committee elections are an important part of the meeting and nomination forms will be issued shortly
for members wishing to put themselves forward. The bar will be open!
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

IAM RoadSmart News
As usual the latest IAM RoadSmart News is here, their blogs are here and their Facebook page is here.
Details of IAMRS Skills Days at Thruxton, Mallory Park and Croft
circuits are here. The cost is £149 and in danger of boring you with
my annual moan, ‘Disappointed of Wellesbourne’ is yet again
incredibly saddened that IAM members are expected to pay the
same amount as the public and are not given any booking priority.
After all, the events are organised and run by an enterprise we pay
for through our £36 annual subs.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

CWAM Events in January
Sunday, January 5
9:00am
CWAM Club Sunday
Jaguar Cars Sports & Social Club, Fenton Rd, Allesley, Coventry CV5 9PS
Not only for Associate Check Rides but also a chance for all CWAMs to get together, socialise
and go for an informal rideout. PLUS the opportunity for those who have already passed their
test to have a general refresher or to refine a specific area of their riding with one of our top
team of observers. You can turn up on the day or to avoid disappointment, book in advance with
Andy Spencer. Doors open 09:00 Contact Training Officer, Andy Spencer.
Wednesday, January 8
9:15am– 1:00pm
Roger's Rideout
Meet Starbucks Coffee, Adjacent to Budbrooke Services, Southbound, A46, Warwick Bypass,
Warwick CV35 8HA
Description
Roger Barratt leads on a rural route to Broadway for tea and cake(s). Meet at 9.15 am to leave
at 9.30am. Approx 80 miles. Full fuel tank required.
This is a rideout for CWAM members and associates only.
Notes for riders are here.
Wednesday, January 8
20:00
CWAM Committee Meeting
Shilton Village Hall, Wood Ln, Shilton, Coventry CV7 9JZ
This is a meeting for CWAM Committee members only.
Sunday, 12 January
Proposed Rideout - Please contact Trevor Smith if you would like to lead a CWAM rideout
Wednesday, 15 January
CWAM Club Night
Jaguar Cars Sports & Social Club, Fenton Rd, Allesley, Coventry CV5 9PS
John Chivers will be telling us all there is to know about electric bikes and vehicles. As an owner
of both an electric car and bike, John is at the forefront of the EV revolution, has a brain packed
full of knowledge, the energy of a fully charged battery and is always happy to answer all your
questions.
Doors open 19:30 and proceedings start at 20:00
Members, friends and family all welcome.
Sunday, January 19
9:00am
CWAM Club Sunday
Jaguar Cars Sports & Social Club, Fenton Rd, Allesley, Coventry CV5 9PS
Not only for Associate Check Rides but also a chance for all CWAMs to get together, socialise
and go for an informal rideout. PLUS the opportunity for those who have already passed their
test to have a general refresher or to refine a specific area of their riding with one of our top
team of observers. You can turn up on the day or to avoid disappointment, book in advance with
Andy Spencer. Doors open 09:00 Contact Training Officer, Andy Spencer.
Sunday, 26 January
Proposed Rideout - Please contact Trevor Smith if you would like to lead a CWAM rideout

For all future events check out the Diary page.
If anyone has news to share, tips to pass on, pictures for the gallery or items for sale
please mail me (newsletter@cwam.org.uk ).
Your website - your news - your contributions!
To unsubscribe from the CWAM Newsletter please click here

