Newsletter April 2019
Congratulations to

Kevin Olney
who recently passed the advanced test and

Gareth Brown
who has been awarded a F1RST
Presentations made at the AGM which I forgot to include in last month’s
newsletter. - It’s my age!

Lyndon Mapplethorpe receives his test pass certificate from Observer Ian Chapman and his 50%
cashback cheque from Ian Collard. This offer is still open for those 30 and under

David Rowley is awarded his test pass certificate by

Martin Williams presents his associate Chris

his observer Andy Spencer

Bourne with his test pass certificate

March CWAM Club Night
Gareth Brown was presented with his F1RST certificate by his observer John Chivers. An excellent
result.

I was hoping to leave the March Club Night with an evangelistic gleam in my eye and bursting with the
righteous zeal only a true convert can gush. Judging by the size of the audience I was not alone, there
was huge interest in the subject. I really wanted to be
convinced that electric transport is the way forward. Writing
this in the full and certain knowledge that John Chivers will
strike me from his Christmas card list, I have to say that Dale
Robertson failed to persuade me. He brought along Zero’s
gleaming new ZF and there’s no denying that it did look good
but I swear there was an audible gasp when he announced the
price. I learnt a lot about the rise and rise of the Zero
company but a little more general technical data would have
been enlightening. On an economic and practical level electric
bikes still have a long way to go, certainly a lot further than the
present range. Like becoming a vegan, owning an electric bike is
definitely a lifestyle choice. Electric powered cars may have been
with us since the mid 1800s but on the basis that the petrol engine
has had 160 years of development behind it we probably expect too
much
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commercially produced by Sony in 1991. My real concern, possibly
unfounded, is the eventual disposal of the constituents of lithium-ion
batteries and whether we are giving our grandchildren an unwanted
gift? I look forward to a response in next month’s newsletter.
After the break there was a lot of interest in the bike and Dale was generous with his time answering
questions, so much so that the quiz he was going to host in the second half was sadly redundant.
Another good Club Night. Next month (April 17th) we have intrepid Steph Jeavons, the first Brit to
circumnavigate the globe and ride a motorbike on all seven continents (on a Honda CRF250L). Her
adventure took her to 54 countries over 4 years. I am told she is a first class speaker with a lot of
interesting tales to tell. This is another night you won't want to miss.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Group Riding Workshop
On a blustery and chilly morning to assemble 26 bikes and a few drivers in the Village Hall car park for
the Group Riding Workshop was a testament to the enthusiasm of the membership. A relaxed Q&A
session was followed by a run through the CWAM standards before we togged up, chaotically split into
two groups and put everything into practice. A good mix of roads saw us moving into and out of
staggered formation with reasonable competence as the conditions demanded and other than the
traditional STOP sign debacle everything proceeded well.

After a debrief and more useful questions and comments things drew to a timely conclusion. Good
audience participation kept facilitators Trev and Ian on their toes to give us a useful morning. BTW
although the rather confusing diagram in the condensed notes made vague sense when seen in colour
but complete nonsense in black and white, it has been amended so that even I understand it.

Thanks to Martin Williams for the photos
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Round Britain Rally Awards
At the recently held Round Britain Rally Awards, Chris Allen received a gold
award having accumulated 1515 points and Ken Hubbard with pillion Sandy
achieved a bronze with 975 points. Both great achievements and a credit to
the recipients who had to put in an astonishing number of miles and use
considerable navigational skills.
If you fancy joining in the fun this year, it starts on March 31st and you
have until 31st October to get to as many of the Landmarks as possible. For
full details see http://www.roundbritainrally.co.uk/

or have a chat with Chris or Ken who are

great ambassadors for the rally.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Nick Trig, he of Vietnamese extreme adventures, collared me the other day with some interesting
suggestions. The first was to do with getting personal recommendations
and advice for those thinking about buying a new bike. It’s always good
to have personal insight which will often trigger something you hadn’t
previously thought of. Whilst we don’t want to advertise who owns what
on the website in an age where bike theft is rampant if The UK
Motorcycle Theft Protest is to be believed, there’s nothing stopping
you asking for advice on our Facebook page. There are quite a few proud
owners in CWAM who would be more than happy to share their
experience either privately or in a Facebook discussion.
His other idea is to share thoughts on the perceived vagaries and foibles of our Advanced Test
Examiners. I must admit that this has alarm bells ringing in my head with images of High Court
injunctions being handed down and libel suits piling up on my doormat. However, it would be really
interesting to have riders who have recently taken their tests making a few notes on their experience
for the newsletter. Steve Krikler wrote a very good item a few years ago but some updates would be of
real interest.
There is always a mystique about the process and slight nervousness for those about to take the test. I
hope the following taken from the Observer’s Handbook spells it all out. If you have any queries or
concerns just ask your observer, that’s what they’re there for.

The test - What to expect
The test is the culmination of your training, it is your opportunity to show how good you are and justify
your observer’s faith in you. A little bit of nerves can be a good thing. Stay focussed and try to enjoy it.
The perfect ride has not yet been discovered but how close are you?
The administration process
Having applied for your test you will be contacted by your examiner either by telephone or email. This is
to arrange a mutually convenient date, time and location for the test to take place. The location should
be safe, easy to find, of no cost to either of you with facilities and easy access to a variety of roads.
Supermarket car parks and fast food restaurants are often chosen. (Beware of time limited parking).
The test
This should be about 75 minutes from start to finish with no more than 60 minutes riding or driving.
What will be tested
After the document disclaimer is dealt with the examiner will conduct an eyesight check. This is the
same as the DVSA test or a police roadside check. You must be able to read a standard number plate at

a distance of 20.5 metres.
During the ride you can be tested on anything from the course material. It may not be possible to
assess some areas practically so the examiner may ask questions.
You will be asked to conduct a practical real life manoeuvre and your decision making process is part of
the assessment. On a motorcycle you may he asked to perform a slow riding manoeuvre if this has not
been displayed during the test.
Your ride must be safe and legal. Use your speedometer to keep to the speed limits which must be
adhered to at all times, there are no exemptions when making an overtake so do not plan to exceed the
speed limit when deliberating.
Your examiner
All of the lAM RoadSmart examiners are trained advanced police riders or experienced lAM RoadSmart
riders who have ‘National Observer and Masters qualifications. They are all experienced in dealing with
road safety matters. They will


Put you at ease.



Set the scene for you and explain what they are looking for



Explain clearly the route directions and how they will communicate them.



Explain test protocols such as safety and the following procedure.



Explain that any road traffic offence is likely to lead to failure (exceptions for safety may apply in
certain circumstances).



Give advice on how mistakes will be dealt with (you will not necessarily fail for a minor mistake).



Answer any questions you may have.

You
We know that you will be nervous, we all were in the same circumstances, Your examiner will have
been through the assessment process a number of times from both positions.
If you have any concerns or are unsure of anything don’t be shy, ask the question. there is no such
thing as a stupid question and you will get an answer to help put you at ease,
If you are suffering from any disability or mobility issues let the examiner know.
If you are dyslexic or hard of hearing let the examiner know.
All reasonable adjustments will be made to the test to make it all inclusive. It must however be
assessing a standard that is perceivably higher than the DVSA test.
During the test if you don’t hear or think you may have misunderstood an instruction ask. We are all
human.
At the conclusion of the test
You will be told your result straight away Pass or Fail.
You will be given verbal feedback followed by a written report containing the detail of your drive or ride.
If you are successful you will be given an interim pass certificate. You will also be given advice on other
options within lAM RoadSmart to develop your skills such as Local or National observer, the F1RST
register, the Masters, or skills days.
If you are unsuccessful your areas to develop will be highlighted and this reinforced by the written
report. If you don’t understand what is being said ask; the examiner wants you to develop and be
successful.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

March Rideouts
The first Club Sunday saw the first sun for some days encouraging a good turn out at the Jag where it
was good to see some new faces as well as the old faithfuls. Ian Chapman was imposed upon to lead us

on a ride that took in an impressive mix of urban, motorway and rural roads. From a field of massed
detectorists to a prime view of lycra clad participants in La Fleche Waltonne, from unappealing roadworks
on M6 to the picturesque rolling farmland of south Leicestershire, Ian, as usual gave us a good ride along
some great roads finishing in a cosy café in Great Bowden. What better way to spend a Sunday morning?
The rideout into Gloucestershire on 24 th was hugely enjoyable, well, I thought so. In fact one of the
Wright brothers had flown in from Canada early that morning and was perched on the pillion so overcome
with the joys of the English Spring that any jetlag was forgotten. True the Bibury café didn’t register on
the fast food meter but it provided a relaxing break. The second half relied on a network of narrow
country lanes to work our way back to Ilmington, missing to a great extent any Sunday drivers tempted
out by the fabulous weather.

John Chivers has an excellent video on the CWAM FaceBook page which proves that some of the
lessons learnt at the Group Riding Workshop sunk in.

Thanks to John Chivers & Richard Taylor for the photos.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

IAM RoadSmart News
As usual the latest IAM RoadSmart News is here, their blogs are here
and their Facebook page is here. If you want to know about their
support for ISA which inhibits speed automatically in accordance with
local limits and their thoughts on e-scooters click on their news.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Puncture? No problem, well not much of one.
A puncture is a real pain but it can be an inconvenience rather
than a full blown trauma if you carry one of the reasonably
priced repair kits in your tank bag. There is a good choice from a
fiver to £50 but they all basically do the same thing - plug the
hole - some more easily than others. If you don’t know how to
use them, fellow CWAM John Chivers (sporting natty blue
surgical gloves) has an instruction video which is both clear and
concise on YouTube. See https://youtu.be/6wclCYpIKWs
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Sell your modest 4 bed detached house and buy a rusty bike.
At the H and H auction at the beginning of March at NMM over 170 lots were put up, some better then
others. Quite a few failed to reach their reserve but not LOT 122, a 1930
Brough Superior SS100 which achieved more than double its estimate
and sold for £416,250. Yes, I thought it was a misprint too.
There were, of course many lots that were
actually

within

reach

of

the

man

(or

woman) with a shed who was after a
project to while away the summer evenings or even tootle off to a country
pub garden. Lot 144 a 1953 James Comet, MOT’d and in running order was
to be had for just a couple of thousand. The catalogue makes an
interesting read if only to view the photos and note the variation in price according to model. It can be
found at https://online.handh.co.uk/m/view-auctions/catalog/id/111/
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Paul Owen still touring in Thailand
Paul writesI have always been interested in visiting Burma and now with the borders opening up it seemed like a
good time. I have been invited on a trip previously organised from Thailand, but it was a large group of
22 bikes altogether and at £2200 each it seemed rather expensive, so as I’m not a great fan of group
riding I decided to organise it myself and go solo. In Thailand, I am based in Chiang Mai so I organised a
flight direct from Chaing Mai to Mandalay, at £160 return. I arranged to hire a 250 Honda dirt-bike (30
US dollars a day) from an American guy Zach (Mandalay Motorbike Rental & Tours)who lives in Mandalay
and is married to a Burmese lady and has three children. Zach is the most laid-back character you could
wish to meet, he gave me the bike and said 'go that way' but he had also planned some really good
routes for me, and kept in touch every day which was great.

Mandalay was very, very busy and the traffic was horrendous - everyone on the horn and very close to
you, a lot like riding in India was. Even the main roads are really bad, the second you go from a dual
carriageway you face really broken tarmac or dirt it’s very difficult to ride. Also you are on the other side
of the road here as opposed to Thailand and England. It was challenging to say the least and I quickly
realised why off-roaders wear gum shields when I hit some huge potholes. Outside the main city no
English is spoken at all, and the road signs are in Burmese which were just squiggles to me. I went to see
the longest teak bridge in the world
Most women have the face paint you can see on
the pictures.
I rode to Bagan (a 7 hour ride from Mandalay)
which is famous for its temples. I explored them
on the motorbike as they are spread over a 30
mile area.It was very interesting, the second you
leave the main temple road you are fully offroading on sand/ruts/ grass etc . I tried to
remember how to do it, and thought I was doing
well until I hit deep sand - not fun, lots of throttle
saved me just. What could possibly go wrong?

The temples around Bagan are fantastic, as good as Angkor Wat in Cambodia but not as busy...I’m sure
that will change as tourism increases though. I rode round on my bike and stopped at many, there are
hundreds of them in a 3 or 4 mile area.

The

quieter

ones

I

was

totally

on

my

own.

The driving is crazy the buses just push you off the
road and it’s every road user for their self Photos
don’t do it justice.

I then headed off to Lake Inlay. It’s a 220 mile ride
from Bagan to Lake Inlay, but it’s a full day’s ride so
I set off at 7am. It was difficult and challenging, I
got forced off the road twice by big buses, luckily
the bike handled it well and there were no big rocks
or ditches at the side of the road at that point! Lake
Inlay is a huge lake, many, many miles long.

I did a boat trip on it for the whole day and watched
the sunset from the small boat it was fantastic.
They fish in a very different way, using a leg to
paddle about you can see this on some of the
photos. There is also a fantastic temple which they
took us to,

it meant jumping on the back of a

motorbike taxi as (below right) - all the safety gear
is included. The cold beer when I arrived was well
deserved.

In the photo you see the two trucks coming towards
you - it is quite typical, you really need to press the
THINNER button then!
One of the strange things was that whole villages
would come to each side of the road well over 100
people of all ages from toddlers to people in the 80s
begging holding tins for money. I couldn’t take any
photos because if you start to slow down you are
literally mobbed it wasn’t threatening it was just
very strange and shows the very high level of
poverty

At another point where I stopped there were a lot of
young people on a train bridge the attraction
seemed to be to stand there over a big ravine and
wait for a train - what could possibly go wrong there
I gave it a go

My next adventure was a road trip to mount Popa
which is famous for its legend that when princesses
were murdered their ghosts are in the mountain. On
the journey there again I would see whole villages
out begging on either side of the road, trying to get
money off people going by.

This is an incredible temple perched on a rock as
per the photos. I rode to it the next day, and then
climbed the 500+ very steep steps. This was hard
enough, but being surrounded by loads of monkeys
and monkey crap didn't help, and to add further
insult to injury the monkey then stole my bottle of
water but it was worth it from the view of the top.

The distant views from my hotel were spectacular I
was the only guest and the only person eating, it
was a bit spooky, like the shining.

The journey back to Mandalay was very difficult the
roads just disappeared into roadworks which meant
no tarmac at all for about 20 miles with loads of
rocks and a very corrugated rutted surface. At this
point I was going up and over and then down a very
steep mountain which took me ages and was really
hard work, towards the end of a very long ride but
I’m glad I did it.
Another thing the trip has made me realise is that
bikes like my KTM 1290 S and all the big
adventure bikes are just generally much too big
for

this

sort

of

trip,

unless

your

skill

and

confidence levels are really high.
So in summary, I think it’s a fantastic time for
anybody to go to Burma now, it is that early stage
of tourism when all the hotels and restaurants
really want you and welcome you, like Thailand
was 30 odd years ago. The people are incredibly
friendly, staff at hotel and restaurants really
welcome you, It’s very cheap, much more than the
other of the Asian countries I’ve been to.
Dehydration is a major factor and you really have to
be aware that it’s so easy to get caught out.
The chewing betel nuts takes a bit of getting used to
as per the photo of teeth, as do the roads.

When they repair the roads it’s an incredibly primitive process with the women doing most of the
work. Its all done by hand, including pouring the hot tar with no protection at all just flip-flops.

CWAM Events in April
Sunday, 7 April
CWAM Club Sunday
09:00 – 11:00
Where Jaguar Cars Sports & Social Club, Fenton Rd, Allesley, Coventry CV5 9PS, UK
Description Not only for Associate Check Rides but also a chance for all CWAMs to get
together, socialise and go for an informal rideout. PLUS the opportunity for those who have
already passed their test to have a general refresher or to refine a specific area of their riding
with one of our top team of observers. You can turn up on the day or to avoid disappointment,
book in advance with Andy Spencer. Doors open 09:00 Contact Training Officer, Andy Spencer.

Sunday, 14 April
Proposed Rideout
Please contact Trevor Smith if you would like to lead this rideout.
Notes for riders are here

Wednesday, 17 April
CWAM Club Night
19:30 – 22:30
Where Jaguar Cars Sports & Social Club, Fenton Rd, Allesley, Coventry CV5 9PS, UK
Tonight, a prestigious speaker kindly part-sponsored by Jofama/Halvarssons - We are
lucky to have Steph Jeavons the first Brit to circumnavigate the globe and ride a
motorbike on all seven continents; all on a Honda CRF250L. Her adventure took her to
54 countries over 4 years. This is a night you won't want to miss.
Members, friends and family all welcome.
Contact Social Secretary Ryan Howat.

Sunday, 21 April
CWAM Club Sunday
09:00 – 11:00
Where Jaguar Cars Sports & Social Club, Fenton Rd, Allesley, Coventry CV5 9PS, UK
Description Not only for Associate Check Rides but also a chance for all CWAMs to get
together, socialise and go for an informal rideout. PLUS the opportunity for those who have
already passed their test to have a general refresher or to refine a specific area of their riding
with one of our top team of observers. You can turn up on the day or to avoid disappointment,
book in advance with Andy Spencer. Doors open 09:00 Contact Training Officer, Andy Spencer.

Sunday, 28 April
Proposed Rideout
Please contact Trevor Smith if you would like to lead this rideout.
Notes for riders are here

For all future events check out the Diary page.
If anyone has news to share, tips to pass on, pictures for the gallery or items for sale please mail
me (newsletter@cwam.org.uk ).
Your website - your news - your contributions!
To unsubscribe from the CWAM Newsletter please click here.

