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The CWAM Annual Awards Dinner is being held at Coventry & North
Warwickshire Sports Club, Binley Rd, Coventry CV3 1HB on Friday
January 18th, 7:30pm for 8pm. The cost is £20 per person.
It is said that Captain Cook first sighted the Sandwich Islands (Hawaiian Islands) on January 18th 1778
and somewhat sycophantically, named them after the 4th Earl of Sandwich. He sailed on north, through
the Bering Straits in search of the Northwest Passage, only to retreat due to heavy ice. (If only he’d
waited another 240 years for climate change to kick in, he’d have found life so much easier). A year
later, almost to the day, he returned to land on Hawaii
where he and his crew were treated as honoured guests
and entertained lavishly. As is often the case, guests can
outstay their welcome (ask my daughters) and the
Endeavour weighed anchor as the alliance showed signs
of strain. Cook was forced to return only two weeks later
having suffered damage to the mast during a severe
storm. Not his best move, for relations quickly soured,
arguments broke out, Cook opened fire and in the retreat to the boats he was stabbed in the chest by an
iron dagger which ironically, had been traded on his earlier visit. Rumour has it that most of Cook’s body
was never recovered.
Some 241 years later on January 18th 2019, CWAM will only be venturing as far as Binley Sports Club
where they will be enjoying more than a sandwich but probably nothing as exotic as pineapples, guavas
or papayas served to the swish of grass skirts, and there will definitely be no missing body parts. A good

night out with your friends and family plus food and possibly a swift half: who could ask for anything
more? Please book early to avoid disappointment, the menu and the booking form are at
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdXOp_DAyV7fMmQcEEPmd8Z1aGnByIpyll7QYLD3yzrtbr
OUA/viewform

NB Treasurer Bob reminds us not to use the account into which we pay our subs as it
makes his difficult life even harder. We have a special Social account for the purpose and all
details are on the booking form.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

CALLING ALL WOULD-BE OBSERVERS
All our observers have worked extremely hard to obtain their IMI Local Observer qualification and richly
deserve their success. For many becoming an observer is a natural progression after passing the
advanced test. Not only do they continue to improve their skills and gain a recognised qualification,
they have the satisfaction of passing on their knowledge to produce safer, better riders.
If you’d like to train to be an observer or would simply like to know more
about the process, Andy Spencer is running ‘So you think you want to

be an Observer’ which is an informal session that will give you a good idea
of what’s expected and an opportunity to ask any questions you might have.
There is no obligation to sign up.
The observer course is robust and requires a level of dedication from those
taking part but CWAM has the reputation for producing top quality observers,
so you are in the best hands.
‘So you think you want to be an Observer’ is on Wednesday January 30 at 8pm in Shilton Village
Hall, CV7 9JZ. If you’re interested but not available on that date contact Andy at training@cwam.org.uk
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Rideouts 2018 Trev Smith writes
The year has seen a varied programme of rideouts and I am hugely grateful to all those who have found
the time to lead a ride or rides during the year. There have been plenty to choose from and all have
been well attended by full members and associates alike.
Destinations have varied widely from relatively local to the North of England and have taken place not
just on Sundays but on weekday evenings too. Somewhat lacking this year have been weekday rides
suitable for those with more leisure time and I hope we can offer some next year.
I am looking to have a full and varied programme for 2019 to include a repeat three day visit to the
Lake District and a 6 day tour of Scotland in late May. Watch out for more detail in the New Year if you
are interested.
A Group Riding workshop is scheduled for 28th April 2019 at Shilton Village Hall. Open to everyone,
it is designed to familiarise ourselves with the behaviours required of participating riders in order to
ensure a safe and enjoyable ride for us all. Not just a classroom session, we will be taking to the road to
practice. Save the day!

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Tour of Scotland
We have a unique opportunity to enjoy Scotland as many of us have never done before, at a price that
defies belief. From rugged highland to tranquil loch, the excitement of crossing the Skye Bridge, the
contentment of a relaxing over an evening meal imbued with the peaty aroma of a tot, the sheer joy of
the open road and a breath of
freedom: yours for the taking.
Roger Barratt is running a Tour of
Scotland

for

CWAM

members,

starting on Wednesday 22 May
and returning on Monday 27 May.
The tour outline is nine people,
five

nights

travelling

accommodation,

clockwise

around

the

Highlands including a stay on Skye
and part of the famous North
Coast 500 route.
The emphasis will be on enjoying
the fantastic roads in Scotland
with stops along the way to drink
in the scenery.
Accommodation is in pre-booked
youth hostels for five nights.

If

you haven’t stayed in a youth
hostel since your youth then you will be pleasantly surprised at the modern facilities on offer.
All accommodation will be in shared rooms for CWAM members only. All are within walking distance of
a local pub for an evening meal. The total cost of the accommodation is £110 per person however you
will also need to join Hostelling Scotland which is an extra £15 so it is £125 altogether.
If you wish to go please brush off your sporan, sharpen your

sgian-dubh and book by email at

roger@rogerandlesley.com or telephone 07785 595395. If the trip is oversubscribed then there will
be a draw in mid January and a reserve list compiled. Full details inc. overnight accommodation here.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Rothley Run
It is rumoured that as one ages reactions falter, eyesight dims, the body stiffens, bits fall off with
increasing regularity and one generally decelerates. As with all rumours I have cast a deaf ear to such
calumny believing it to be a bit of false news spread by those unfortunate enough to be still working.
However, I can’t remember having to pull over within the first two miles because the back marker was
so far behind there were doubts whether he had actually been there in the first place, so I have to
admit that there may be a grain of truth in the correlation of advancing years and a more leisurely
approach to life.
Once we got going again there was ample opportunity for those who had taken advantage of the
junction training on the Slow Riding day to put what they had learnt into practise as Trev led us on a
tortuous route around Leicester.
After the recent wind and rain the rural views were distant, at one point catching a far sight of the
colossal Ratcliffe-on-Soar cooling towers. Through Queniborough passing the junction where the Fosse

Way disgorges from the urban
maze of

Leicester to

the A46

which more or less follows the old
route to its junction with Ermine
Street in Lincoln.
In Rothley most of us were quite
excited to see the Santa Special,
(92214) a 59 year old standard
class 2-10-0, clank past. Strange
to

think

that

I

undoubtedly

steamed through Rothley over 65
years

ago

on

my

way

to

Nottingham and here I was again,
just as bewildered and daunted by
life as I undoubtedly was then.
Returning
familiar

by

a

route,

slightly
we

more

arrived

in

perfect time for Sunday lunch. A
cosy café with excellent chocolate
cake

and

an

interesting

stop

added to a great morning’s ride,
thanks Trev for putting it all together and of course Keith for tidying up at the rear - once he’d caught
up with us!
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Christmas comes to CWAM
The last CWAM Club Sunday of the year was decidedly chilly but a good number braved the cold, many
shamelessly displaying an
abundance
cheer,

of

Christmas

wrapped

up

in

festive finery. In a fiercely
contested
Digby

competition

Carrington-Howell

out-santa’d
opposition
prize

to

all

the

claim

the

although

Mark

outshone everyone when it
came to polished footwear.
Even

during

the

winter

months we are attracting
new members which can
only

bode

well

for

the

future. Most of those not
concerned with mentoring retreated to warm firesides or decoration-hanging duties leaving just four of
us to go to Wellesbourne Café the pretty way. (I hope Chris found his wallet)!
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

IAM RoadSmart News
As usual the latest IAM RoadSmart News is here, their blogs are here and their Facebook page is
here. If you want some crucial tips about riding when the roads aren’t dry and the sun’s not
shining just look at their blog.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

CWAM Events in January
We have a new format for the Events Diary on the website. It uses Google functionality which to
be quite frank isn’t as attractive as the old style but those who actually know what they are
doing can, by what appears to be a process of smoke, mirrors and black magic, make the
calendar materialise on their laptops, mobiles, whatever. Just don’t ask me how to do it.

Sunday, 6 January 2019
Proposed Rideout - Please contact Trevor Smith if you would like to lead this rideout.
Notes for riders are here.

Wednesday, 9 January 2019
20:00
Committee Meeting
Shilton Village Hall, Wood Ln, Shilton, Coventry CV7 9JZ, UK (map)
CWAM Committee members only.

Sunday, 13 January 2019
CWAM Club Sunday
Jaguar Cars Sports & Social Club, Fenton Rd, Allesley, Coventry CV5 9PS, UK (map)
Not just for check rides and post-test assessments but a chance for all CWAMs to get together,
socialise and go for an informal ride. Doors open 09:00 Contact Andy Spencer

Friday, 18 January 2019
19:30
CWAM Annual Awards Dinner
Coventry & North Warwickshire Sports Club Binley Road, CV3 1HB (map)
The pinnacle of CWAM’s social calendar is the Annual Awards Dinner. This year it’s being held at
the Coventry & North Warwickshire Sports Club in Binley on Friday January 18th - the perfect
antidote for post-Christmas lethargy. The cost is £20 per person and includes a mouth-watering
three course meal with coffee. Festivities begin at 7:30pm for 8pm. Ryan Howat is our hard
working organiser and is happy to answer any questions you may have. Please book at
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdXOp_DAyV7fMmQcEEPmd8Z1aGnByI
pyll7QYLD3yzrtbrOUA/viewform. We look forward to seeing you there.

Sunday, 20 January 2019
Proposed Rideout - Please contact Trevor Smith if you would like to lead
Notes for riders are here

Sunday, 27 January 2019
CWAM Club Sunday
Jaguar Cars Sports & Social Club, Fenton Rd, Allesley, Coventry CV5 9PS, UK (map)
Not just for check rides and post-test assessments but a chance for all CWAMs to get together,
socialise and go for an informal ride. Doors open 09:00 Contact Andy Spencer

Wednesday, 30 January 2019
20:00 - 22:30

So you think you want to be an Observer!
Shilton Village Hall, Wood Ln, Shilton, Coventry CV7 9JZ, UK (map)
This evening is to inform and enlighten those who want to pass on their knowledge. There is no
obligation to sign up to the Observer Training Course, it's purely an informal opportunity to see
if it's something you'd like to pursue.

For all future events check out the Diary page.
If anyone has news to share, tips to pass on, pictures for the gallery or items for sale please mail
me (newsletter@cwam.org.uk ).
Your website - your news - your contributions!
To unsubscribe from the CWAM Newsletter please click here.

